As pandemic rages on,
residents rise to the
challenge
A community guide published by The Almanac

Designed to adapt.
Ready for your emergency.
We continue serving our community’s adults and children. As one of the
most advanced trauma centers in the world, we are uniquely equipped
to handle all cases at all times, even in unprecedented circumstances.
No one anticipated COVID-19, but our systems have allowed us to adapt
while maintaining the highest standards for safety.
Our new infection control procedures include digital technology for
triaging your condition, allowing for separate spaces for COVID-19 patients.
Emergency teams use fresh personal protective equipment (PPE) as well
as extra air filtering and cleaning methods to sterilize your exam room
before and after your visit.

U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

We are ready for your emergency.
stanfordhealthcare.org/emergencyready

1199 Welch Road • Stanford, CA 94304
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Pediatric Emergency Department
900 Quarry Road Extension • Palo Alto, CA 94304

List Price $28,900,000
Just Closed | Off-Market in West Atherton
A rare 2-acre compound that featured
a lovely main estate home, a full one
bedroom one bathroom Guest House, an
additional one bedroom one bathroom
Pool House with full kitchen, a 1,000 sq. ft.
dining pavilion with sparkling lap pool and
vast park-like lawns and gardens.

1100 Cañada Road, Woodside
4 BD

4.5 BA

4,250 SF

3+ Acres

$8,750,000
Central Woodside 3-acre estate! Walking
distance to downtown and Woodside
_Oaà tW_MBMoOBaOpsBsOdbsVOøBs
acres or move right into the 5-bdrm home.
Stable, turnouts, riding ring and sparkling
pool.

340 Kings Mountain Rd, Woodside
3 BD

2.5 BA

2,480 SF

3+ Acres

$4,998,000
Amazing western hills views from this
great 3-acre property! Main house, guest
house and “Vintner’s cottage” can all
be rebuilt plus 500 sq ft ADU to each
psotKstoOàîÖ dboazWsV2dzbï

Sean Foley
650.207.6005
sean.foley@compass.com
DRE 00870112
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers
01079009 and 01272467à__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Woodside Middle School graduates and their
families celebrate at the school's drive-in
graduation ceremony on June 12. Courtesy Craig
Adams.

INFO MENLO 2020

F

rom its earliest beginnings, the
Midpeninsula has cemented itself as a
place with an entrepreneurial spirit that
thrives on innovation and pushing beyond the
established boundaries. The region has played
a pivotal role in the arts, education, politics,
technology and science.
But this spirit of creative collaboration has
never been more evident than in 2020 as the
cities and towns that make up the region
banded together to face a global pandemic
that has brought unprecedented and
extraordinary challenges impacting every
sector of our lives.
In the midst of this uncertainty, individuals
and neighborhood groups have stepped up to
confront these obstacles head on, and in the
process, have redefined what it means to be a
tight-knit community. From artistic directors,
like the Dragon Theatre’s Bora “Max” Koknar
and Alika Ululani Spencer-Koknar who are
reshaping the local arts scene, to individuals
like Menlo Park resident Julia Curry, whose

FEATURES
ongoing effort to sew hundreds of masks for
front-line workers has inspired others to help
their neighbors, residents have shown that we
are in this together.
Info Menlo 2020 aims to capture what it means
to live in this community: It takes a look at
where we are six months into the pandemic
and pays tribute to the people who have risen
to the occasion and created positive change.
In addition to Info Menlo, you can visit
AlmanacNews.com to stay up to date on Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside
news. Subscribe to Express, an email sent every
weekday, and have the news delivered right
to your inbox. Or check out Weekend Express,
emailed on Thursday, for the scoop on arts
and entertainment. Both are free — sign up at
AlmanacNews.com/express.
Do you have suggestions for next year's Info?
Send them by email to editor@paweekly.com.
We appreciate your feedback.
Linda Taaffe
Info Menlo editor

On the cover: Clockwise from top left, University AME Zion Church livestreams Easter Sunday services; shoppers stand 6 feet
apart at Piazza’s Fine Foods; two VTA workers clean a bus at the Mountain View train station; a shopper passes by empty shelves
at Target; Julia Curry sews masks at her Menlo Park home; Alyssa Weaver draws blood at a COVID-19 antibody testing site
in Mountain View; an instructor teaches students at HeadsUp Child Development Center via video chat from home; Stanford
Theatre remains closed during the shutdown. Design by Kristin Brown. Photos by Magali Gauthier and Sammy Dallal.
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JANUARY
Coronavirus arrives in the Bay Area
The first known case of the novel coronavirus
finds its way into the Bay Area in January
when a traveler infected with the viral
disease arrives in Santa Clara County from
Wuhan, China.

FEBRUARY
State goes on high alert
Photo by Magali Gauthier

THE YEAR THAT

changed
everything
In an instant, a pandemic
reshapes life on the
Midpeninsula

B

y the time the novel coronavirus outbreak was on our local radar, normal
life along the Midpeninsula was already
over. The halt of everyday life was sudden
and unprecedented. We had no idea how
long or how extreme its impacts might be.
The March shelter-in-place orders were
only to last three weeks. Six months later,
the Midpeninsula is a much different place:
Telecommuting is the norm; most students
have adjusted to distance learning at home;
and it’s still uncertain when most retail
shops, restaurants and theaters may partially or fully reopen (San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties were both waiting to see if
they could move into the next reopening
phase at the time this was written.) Here’s
a look back at how the pandemic unfolded
along the Midpeninsula and how we got to
this place that is our new normal.
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Gov. Gavin Newsom puts California on high
alert on Feb. 26 after the state identifies 31
people quarantined with the coronavirus in
various states of health.

MARCH
First coronavirus death prompts
state of emergency
On March 4, the governor declares a state of
emergency in response to the first California
death of a patient with COVID-19. In the
Bay Area, San Mateo County reports its
first two cases on March 2, and Santa Clara
County sees a steady increase in reported
cases from two on Feb. 28 to 20 by March 6
that indicate the virus is being transferred
through community spread.

“It is important to recognize
ahp]b_Û\nemma^mbf^lZa^Z]
fZr[^Zg]ahprhnfnlmghp
take assertive action to
prepare for them.”
— DR. SCOTT MORROW,
San Mateo County’s chief health officer,
says in a statement on March 5.

As cases climb, panic ensues
A quiet anxiety grips the Midpeninsula
as residents face the possibility that the
coronavirus will knock on their doors. As
the number of cases climbs, residents scour
grocery stores, such as Costco in Mountain
View, shown top left, as they prepare
to hunker down in their homes in case
there’s an outbreak or they find themselves
infected.

“Seriously people - STOP
BUYING MASKS! They are
NOT effective in preventing
general public from catching
#Coronavirus, but if health care
providers can’t get them to care
for sick patients, it puts them
and our communities at risk!”
— U.S. SURGEON GENERAL JEROME ADAMS
posts on Twitter in a public plea asking people
to stop hoarding supplies and stockpiling masks.

Parents petition for students
to stay home
The Palo Alto Unified School District sends
home two students on Feb. 28, after learning
that their parent has been exposed to the
coronavirus, prompting more than 1,700
people to sign a petition by March 5 urging
the school district to start spring break early
and provide online learning options so
students can stay home.

“We cannot control every
aspect of student or
community life, which is
the only way a quarantine
works. Palo Alto Unified has
no plans to close schools
at this point.”
— SUPERINTENDENT DON AUSTIN
writes to families in a message in early March.

Photo by Sammy Dallal

Mass exodus: Students leave Stanford
Stanford University becomes the second
major U.S. university to cancel in-person
classes to prevent the spread of the novel
coronavirus after moving all classes online
for the remainder of winter quarter on
March 6. Several other California colleges
soon follow suit. Five days later, the
university asks its approximately 7,000
undergraduates, including senior Jeffrey
Chang, shown above, to vacate the campus
by the end of the week and cancels all
in-person classes for the upcoming spring
quarter.

Local tech firms find best defense: ‘WFH’
Local tech giants give their employees the
same message: Work from home. By the
end of the first week of March, Google,
Facebook, Amazon, SAP and Palantir
Technologies implement work-from-home
protocols that will last indefinitely. Two
months later, on May 21, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg announces that the social media
company — Menlo Park’s largest employer
with nearly 15,000 workers — would be
expanding its efforts to offer permanent
remote work opportunities to some
employees and predicts that within five
to 10 years, roughly half of the company’s
employees could be remote workers.

A PANDEMIC UNFOLDS

First death in Santa Clara County
Santa Clara County announces its first
coronavirus-related death on March 9. A woman
in her 60s dies at El Camino Hospital in Mountain
View after being hospitalized there for several
weeks. She is the first confirmed person in the
county to contract coronavirus without having
traveled internationally or having any known
contact with infected persons. (It was later
discovered in April that the first COVID-19 death
in Santa Clara County actually occured on Feb. 6.)

Santa Clara County ramps up health
restrictions
In addition to closing schools, Santa Clara
County’s new legal directive issued on Friday,
March 13, bans gatherings of more than 100
people and puts a conditional moratorium on
smaller gatherings of 35 to 100 people. The
restrictions come as the county announces its
second coronavirus death and sees its cases
increase three-fold within five days. The county
now accounts for more than a quarter of
California’s 277 cases.

A pandemic declared
The World Health Organization (WHO) declares
the outbreak of the respiratory illness a
pandemic on March 11.

Local state of emergency
San Mateo County declares a local state of
emergency on March 10. Menlo Park, Palo Alto
Alto and Mountain View each declare a local state
of emergency on March 12, followed by Atherton
on March 13 and East Palo Alto on March 17.

First health orders issued
Santa Clara County issues its first mandatory
health order banning all events of 1,000 people
or more, starting on March 11. The directive
is the first of its kind in the nation. San Mateo
County issues a ban on the same day barring
nonessential people from skilled nursing
facilities — a restriction that remains in effect
indefinitely months later. The next day, the
county issues a legal health order banning
gatherings of 250 or more people.

“It’s scary because (I’m) in the
high-risk demographic. You
don’t know how many years
\RXKDYHOHϖDQ\ZD\DQG\RX
don’t want to go this way.”
— RESIDENT MILLIE CHETHIK,
80, says from her Palo Alto home.

Photo by Sammy Dallal

“These are tough decisions
and we have to make them quickly.
... We anticipate many,

many more cases
in the days and weeks to come.”
— SANTA CLARA COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER
DR. SARA CODY says during a press
conference on Friday, March 13.

Residents ordered to stay home
Bay Area public health officials shut down all
nonessential businesses effective March 17
and order residents of six Bay Area counties,
including Santa Clara and San Mateo, to stay at
home for three weeks. Outside travel is limited
to necessities such as grocery shopping or
picking up medication — with people keeping
6 feet apart from each other. The March 16
announcement comes four days after Santa
Clara tightens its ban on social gatherings and
a day after San Mateo County confirms 32 cases
and records its first coronavirus-related death,
raising the death toll for the state to six.

“If I thought last Friday’s
order was hard, this one
is exponentially harder.
Temporarily changing
our routine is absolutely
necessary to slow the
spread of this pandemic.”
—SANTA CLARA COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER
DR. SARA CODY says during a press conference
announcing the shelter-in-place order.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Schools are ordered to shut down
Less than 24 hours after Palo Alto school officials
back a plan to keep campuses open, Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties announce on March 13
that all public schools, including Menlo-Atherton
High School, shown above, will be forced to shut
down for three weeks, starting on March 16. By
March 17, 98.8% of schools in California have
temporarily shuttered.

California shuts down
Gov. Gavin Newsom issues a statewide shelterin-place order effective March 20, shutting
down all but essential functions in response to
state models that predict millions of potential
infections. Under the grim projections, 56% of
the state’s 40 million Californians could become
infected by the new coronavirus in the next two
months.

“I cried a little.
The (shelter-in-place)
announcement and
the overwhelmingness
of it all.”
— PALO ALTO RESIDENT FARISH HAYDEL, above
left, who along with neighbors in Midtown launch
a “daily wave” at 6 p.m. Each night, the blares of a
vuvuzela signal Haydel’s neighbors to come out and
say hi in an effort to maintain some semblance of a
connection during the shelter-in-place mandate.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Overnight, the Midpeninsula turns into
a ghost town
On the first day of the shelter-in-place order,
traffic drops by 50% on Bay Area roads and
Caltrain ridership drops 90%. By the end of
the month, the leisure and hospitality industry
reports 12,100 job losses in the north and south
bay combined. To survive the forced closures,
mom-and-pop eateries and fine-dining kitchens
alike pivot to delivery and takeout.

“It may turn out to be that
the economic impact is more
serious than the actual
health impact to the vast
majority (of people).”
—PETER KATZ, owner of The Counter,
a local burger chain, says just after the shutdown.
Continued on page 8
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Communities fight to stave off
mass evictions
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties put
moratoriums in place before April rents are due
to stave off mass residential and small business
evictions amid mounting wage losses and
economic hardship caused by the pandemic.
Palo Alto, Mountain View and Menlo Park
pass their own urgency ordinances to provide
additional protections.

Emergency funds created —
and depleted

APRIL

The sudden and urgent need for emergency
assistance among residents who unexpectedly
find themselves out of work as a result of
COVID-19 health restrictions takes the
community by surprise when the Mountain
View nonprofit Sacred Heart Community
Service announces on March 26 that the $11.2
million financial assistance program Santa
Clara County launched two days earlier to help
out-of-work residents has run out.
Photo by Magali Gauthier

Holy services go virtual
With social-distancing rules in place, synagogues
and churches throughout the Peninsula devise
creative ways to virtually connect during
Passover and Easter Week, including AME Zion
Church in Palo Alto, where the Rev. Kaloma
Smith delivers Easter sermon via livestream,
shown above, on April 12.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Testing tents pop up at Stanford

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Stanford Health Care erects coronavirus testing
tents in Menlo Park, shown above, and on
Stanford University campus in mid-March in
anticipation of more people coming down
with the virus. (As of March 24, 27,650 tests had
been conducted statewide, according to Gov.
Gavin Newsom.)

Hospitals brace for equipment shortages
Hospitals brace for a shortage of masks,
gowns, respirators and other critical protective
equipment, prompting overwhelming
community response from groups and
individuals such as Julia Curry, shown above,
who begins churning out hundreds of masks
from behind a sewing machine in her Menlo
Park home. By April 17, she has sewn 300 masks
for local health workers.

Regional health order extended
The regional shelter-in-place health order that
includes Santa Clara and San Mateo counties is
extended until May 3 as cases continue to rise.
Santa Clara County emerges as the epicenter of
the outbreak in the Bay Area with the number
of cases increasing from 138 on March 17,
when the health order first took effect, to 890
on March 31 when it is extended. The number
of deaths climbs from three to 30 over that
period.
Courtesy Claire Cheng

School closures extended
Local county health officers and school
superintendents announce on March 26 that
hundreds of public schools in six Bay Area
counties, including Santa Clara and San Mateo,
will remain closed through May 1. Five days
later, the state cancels in-person classes for
the rest of the school year. Students like Gunn
High School senior Claire Cheng, shown above,
move to remote learning from computers at
home.
8 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

“Our hospitals are
beginning to fill with
COVID-19 patients.
We need more time.”
— SANTA CLARA COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER
DR. SARA CODY says during a press
conference on March 31.

Source: Employment Development Department.
Designed by Kevin Legnon.

Unemployment ‘like nothing before seen’
More than 2.3 million Californians lose their jobs
in April, pushing the state’s unemployment rate
to 15.5%, up from 5.3% in March, according to a
jobs report released by California’s Employment
Development Department that calls the job
losses “unprecedented ... like nothing before seen
in California history.” Along the Midpeninsula,
Atherton and East Palo Alto report double-digit
unemployment rates above 12%.

Once a recommendation, masks become
a requirement
San Mateo County passes a new law on April 17
requiring everyone to wear face coverings when
entering businesses, stores, health care facilities or
taking public transportation — taking a major step
further from the county’s April 2 announcement
where masks were only a recommendation. Palo
Alto passes a similar law on May 11, followed by
Santa Clara County on May 22.
Continued on page 10
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“The image of faith communities
leading worship online with
face masks on ... seems it might
cause people to be additionally
alarmed.”
— MATT SMUTS, pastor at Grace Lutheran
Church, tells the Palo Alto City Council
before it passes a mask law on May 11.

JUNE

Schools plan for ‘hybrid learning’ in the fall

Outdoor dining and limited indoor
services resume

After weeks of uncertainty about the fate of
student learning amid the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, the California Department of Education
on June 8 releases suggested guidelines for the
reopening of schools in the fall that focus heavily
on physical distancing in classrooms and creating
smaller cohorts of students who are on campus
at any given time. Local school districts unveil
various plans to reopen with hybrid models that
include a mix of online and in-school classes.

Churches, retailers and restaurants that offer
outdoor dining are allowed to start welcoming
back customers on June 5 in Santa Clara County
and on June 6 in San Mateo County under
revised health orders that include strict publicsafety protocols organizations must follow.

MAY

“Our students need to
get back to school.”

Residents ordered to stay home indefinitely
Bay Area leaders predict a local spike in COVID-19
cases in the coming summer and roll out new
health orders on May 4 that extend shelterin-place regulations indefinitely but allow
construction workers, gardeners and outdoor
retailers that can accommodate physical
distancing to reopen in the six Bay Area counties,
plus Berkeley.

“In terms of seeing a light at the end
of the tunnel, that’s pretty hard to
visualize at this point because, in order
to prevent the spread of this virus and
try to mute the pandemic, the only tool
we really have is shelter in place.”
— SANTA CLARA COUNTY EXECUTIVE
DR. JEFF SMITH says during a teleconference
on April 25 before the new order is announced.

COVID testing falls short
Santa Clara County needs to be able to test
roughly 4,000 people per day for COVID-19
before the stay-at-home order can be relaxed,
County Executive Jeff Smith tells the Board of
Supervisors on May 5. As of the previous week,
the county had reached only about 1,000 tests
per day, Smith confirms.

— PARENT MARK FEDERIGHI tells the Sequoia
Union High School District on June 30.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

High school seniors celebrate
unconventional graduations
With public gatherings on hold, high schools
up and down the Midpeninsula celebrate
graduation in unconventional ways: Sacred
Heart Preparatory in Atherton holds its first-ever
“drive-in” graduation outside the Menlo Circus
Club on May 23 during which students drive their
cars right onto the lawn to receive their diplomas.
Seniors at Menlo-Atherton, shown above, and
Woodside high schools celebrate graduation
with car parades on June 4 - 5.

“The things I’m the most missing
right now aren’t actually the specific
traditions but the fact I’m never going
to see 95% of my class again.
I’m ... not getting to savor that last bit
of time that we’re supposed to have.”
— GUNN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
LIZA KOLBASOV says about her
final school year’s abrupt ending.

Socializing allowed in ‘bubbles’
San Mateo County residents from multiple
households are allowed to interact in “social
bubbles” of 12 or fewer people as part of a new
health mandate on June 17 that also allows a
wide range of businesses and activities, from
barbershops to gyms, to reopen.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Stores open for curbside pickup
San Mateo County allows retailers to open with
curbside pickup on May 18, joining a wave of Bay
Area counties beginning to transition into the
second phase of reopening. Santa Clara County,
one of the last to begin reopening, allows
curbside pickup on May 22.
10 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Outdoor dining moves into the street
People enjoy their first sit-down restaurant meal
in nearly three months after Mountain View,
shown above, Menlo Park and Palo Alto each
close major streets in their downtowns to traffic
to make room for outdoor dining areas and
shops starting in mid-June as part of an effort
to support local businesses during the ongoing
shelter-in-place order.

“It was wonderful to put food on
plates, drinks in real glasses and
serve our guests and friends. ...
The ﬁrst big exhale in awhile.”
— THE OWNERS OF LA BODEGUITA
DEL MEDIO on California Avenue post on
Instagram during the first weekend of Palo Alto’s
Summer Streets dining program.

JULY

Santa Clara County added to COVID watchlist

Cities face grim budget cuts

Santa Clara County records its second-highest
single-day COVID-19 case count — 122 — on June
23, raising concerns about the trajectory of the
virus and causing the state to issue a notification
that the county is on a “watchlist” because of
the increase. (Counties on the watchlist have
not met the state’s benchmarks for reopening,
including for positive case rates, hospitalizations
and capacity.)

Faced with enormous anticipated budget
shortfalls in the upcoming fiscal year due to the
collapsing economy, Midpeninsula cities begin
to slash their budgets. With a planned surplus
of only $1, Menlo Park authorizes cuts totaling
about $11.7 million and issues layoff notices to 57
employees.
Continued on page 12
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AUGUST

Schools apply for waivers to reopen

Businesses forced to move outside

San Mateo and Santa Clara counties approve
waivers on Sept. 1 allowing a small number of
schools — including the Primary School in East
Palo Alto, Synapse School in Menlo Park and
Connect Community Charter School in Redwood
City —to reopen as early as the following week. In
Santa Clara County, the Los Altos School District
is among only three public school districts to
request permission for an early reopening.

Less than seven weeks after San Mateo County
allows a wide range of businesses and activities,
including fitness centers, churches, hair salons,
barber shops, nail salons and shopping malls to
reopen, the state orders these activities to be
shut down or move to outdoor operations on
Aug. 2 after the county remains on California's
COVID-19 watchlist for three days.

Go maskless, risk a $500 fine
Photo by Magali Gauthier

Stanford to reopen with fewer students
Stanford announces on July 1 that it will reopen
in the fall with travel restrictions, fewer students
on campus and primarily online instruction.

“A Stanford
University education
will look vastly
different when the
fall quarter begins.”
— PRESIDENT MARC TESSIER-LAVIGNE AND
PROVOST PERSIS DRELL announce July 1.

Within a 48-hour period, hair salons
reopen and shut down again
On July 13, the same day that hair salons and
gyms reopen in Santa Clara County after being
shuttered since March, the county’s Public
Health Department announces that those
businesses, among other sectors, will have
to re-close on July 15, by state mandate that
applies to counties on its watchlist.

Schools banned from reopening in the fall
Gov. Gavin Newsom announces on July 17 that
public and private schools in counties on the
state's coronavirus watchlist cannot reopen for
in-person instruction until they've been off the
list for 14 days. This means that schools in Santa
Clara County that had hoped to reopen must
plan for full distance learning at the start of the
new school year.

San Mateo County joins state’s watchlist
For weeks, San Mateo County is the only Bay
Area county to evade the state’s coronavirus
watchlist, but on July 29, it joins the crowd
and faces the possibility of being forced to
shut down a wide range of businesses and
activities if its case rate remains above the
state’s threshold for more than three days. The
county’s case rate at the time, based on a 14day rolling average, is 110.4 positive cases per
100,000 residents.
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The San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
adopts an urgency ordinance on Aug. 4
establishing fines for those who refuse to wear
a face mask or violate other public health orders
related to curbing the spread of the coronavirus.
On Aug. 12, Santa Clara adopts a similar ordinance.

“I feel like there’s still a pocket of
the population that still doesn’t
understand the situation.”
— PALO ALTO RESIDENT ADELA ALVARADO tells
this news organization after the ordinance passes.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

COVID cases spike in Palo Alto

Palo Alto schools reopen for
high-need students

Santa Clara County data shows that the number
of new COVID-19 cases in Palo Alto is rising
sharply after almost completely plateauing in
May. The city’s COVID-19 cases totals 183 as of
Aug. 9 — including 20 new ones in the prior
week alone. That’s a rate of 273 cases per 100,000
residents, or 0.27% of the city’s population.

After being closed for six months, some Palo
Alto Unified schools reopen on Sept. 9 to
serve small groups of struggling and specialeducation students in person, shown above, a
week after the California Department of Public
Health issued guidance allowing schools to
reopen to serve students with "acute" needs.

Stanford reverses course on fall reopening
Citing a “dramatic reversal in California’s
reopening” due to spiking coronavirus rates
and state guidance for higher education
institutions that would require a restrictive
in-person experience, including no indoor
classes, Stanford University President Marc
Tessier-Lavigne announces on Aug. 13 that
undergraduate students will not be coming
back to campus in the fall as planned.

State unveils new COVID tracking system
In an effort to create a more stringent process
that determines when counties can move
forward with indoor business operations,
California launches a new color-coded COVID-19
tracking system on Aug. 28. San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties both fall in the purple
color code — the most restrictive tier indicating
widespread transmission.

SEPTEMBER
Stanford bans visitors from campus
Stanford University bans visitors who are not
affiliated with its academic programs from
entering much of its campus on Sept. 1, a
sweeping restriction that university officials
say is necessary for research and teaching to
resume in the fall quarter.

Santa Clara moves into state's less
restrictive 'red'
On Sept. 8, Santa Clara County moves to the less
restrictive red tier in California’s color-coded
COVID-19 tracking system, clearing the way
for more businesses — including nail salons,
massage parlors, gyms and fitness centers,
shopping malls, museums and zoos — to
partially reopen if it can keep its coronavirus
numbers down for two weeks. Restaurants,
places of worship and movie theaters, however,
are ordered to remain closed under the county’s
stricter guidelines. San Mateo County moves
into the red tier on Sept. 22.

No clear end to the crisis
Even as some counties move toward the next
phase of reopening, state health experts warn
on Sept. 8 that counties could easily revert
to stricter guidelines “as soon as two weeks
from now” if their positivity rates go back
up. The next day, Gov. Gavin Newsom signs
emergency legislation requiring paid sick
time for more workers in the state exposed to
COVID-19.

— Information compiled by Linda Taaffe from
reporting by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac
and the Mountain View Voice.
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Palo Alto

Portola Valley

Woodside
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650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@compass.com
colleenforaker.com
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License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from
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Re-imagining

the arts
Artistic directors on
surviving the present
and planning the future

T

here’s no doubt that in the coming
months, many performing arts organizations will be fighting to survive in a
COVID-19-ravaged climate. For some local luminaries, though, the fight is not
about merely survival; it’s about re-imagining the arts for the better. Meet four artistic
directors who are working to transform the
Midpeninsula arts scene.
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After the March coronavirus shutdown, members of the Grammy award-winning Ragazzi Boys Chorus
created individual recordings that the group's conductors put together to create a digital choral performance
of "We Are the Day." Courtesy Ragazzi Boys Chorus.

Kent Jue

RAGAZZI

A

chorus is a group that sings together.
Almost overnight, COVID-19 made
that impossible, giving choir directors a
difficult choice: Adapt or disband.
Within four days of the shutdown, the
conductors of the Grammy award-winning Redwood City-based choral group,
Ragazzi, took up the challenge of keeping
their choirs alive. They created audio and
videotapes to conduct singers they could
neither see nor hear, at first relying on parents and volunteers with sound and video
skills to transform individual recordings
into a choral performance.
“Along the way we produced three virtual choirs,” said executive and artistic director Kent Jue. Among them are a dozen
graduating seniors performing “Shenandoah” as their swan song, and a group of
24 singing the rhythmic “Count On Me.”
“None of this was a plan. It sort of just
developed,” Jue added. “Once we learned
we would have to cancel our season and be
remote, we needed a project for the boys to
focus on. We came up with these virtual
choirs, which, I have to admit I was not a
fan of at the beginning because there’s so
much work on the back end and so much
work on the front end.”

Courtesy David Allen

At the front end, the logistics involve
creating instructions, collecting recordings and fielding questions. With boys as
young as 6, that means parental involvement. Ragazzi estimates that phase takes
about 15 hours, not counting individual
singing time. For the nearly 140 separate
voice recordings that went into “We Are
the Day,” audio and video editing, all done
in-house, took another 30 hours.
Of course, it would be simpler if choral members could sing and record simultaneously on apps like Zoom, but the
sound from the home of a conductor or
an accompanist does not reach 140 other homes, or even half-dozen, simultaneously. Delays of a few tenths of a second
from one place to another would result in
choral cacophony. That’s why choir members must push their mute buttons during
Continued on page 15
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Bora ‘Max’ Koknar and
Alika Ululani Spencer-Koknar
DRAGON PRODUCTIONS THEATRE COMPANY

W

hen Bora “Max” Koknar and
his wife, Alika Ululani Spencer-Koknar, stepped up as co-artistic directors of Dragon Productions
Theatre Company in early 2019,
they knew they wanted to make the
theater a vibrant community hub,
more than just a space to stage plays.
Months into the pandemic-mandated shutdowns, the duo’s vision
has not changed.
“We decided that just because we
can’t continue running our show
doesn’t mean that people don’t need
what the theater and arts can provide,” Koknar said. “The knee-jerk
reaction is to do archival videos and
Zoom readings — which we did! —
but the question became, ‘How do
we move forward and not just pretend to do the same thing, but online? How do we create community
through the arts?’”
The Dragon sprung into action,
not only by creating online versions
of its popular “Live at the Dragon”
variety shows, circus shows, and
acting and writing classes for adults
and kids, but also a dizzying selection of interactive, online offerings
including late-night spooky taletelling, morning children’s storytime (complete with a hedgehog
puppet), cooking lessons, lunchtime
exercises, cocktail-hour discussions
and more.
“The point of a nonprofit organization is not to perpetuate itself, it
is to serve, and now is our chance to
serve,” Koknar said.
Koknar has been able to harness
his tech skills to help performers

with Twitch, Zoom, Facebook Live
and other platforms, as well as how
to best use microphones, camera angles and more.
“We’re really trying to reimagine what we can do. How we approach what we do. What on earth
is the point of the theater company
when artists have access to all the
same tools of productions?” Koknar
mused. “We’re here for the audience
too, but right now we’re here for the
artists.”
That reimagining includes trying
to tear down the elitist hierarchies
and lack of diversity entrenched everywhere — the arts included.
“If we’re going to survive this,
it can’t be about just surviving; it
needs to be about coming out on the
other side of this with a more equitable model for artists and making
experiences more accessible to more
people,” he said. “It’s been a struggle
to push against the economic realities, I don’t know how to pay artists more than $300 for hundreds of
hours of labor,” Koknar said. “But all
of these things that have happened
over the last few months are making
it feel more urgent and critical that
everything I’ve been railing against,
I just act on.”
The couple also teamed up with
In Fuse Theatre — founded by
Stacey Ardelean in 2015 with the
mission of promoting social justice and education — to produce
an annual short-play festival centered on timely topics. They have
adapted the festival — “CoEXIST:
stories of unlikely connection” —
into an ongoing series in a variety

of online formats with the goal of
sparking important conversations
around racism and to support BIPOC (Black, indigenous and people
of color) and queer artists.
“It makes our community engagement component very different, a
little more intimate,” Ardelean said
of the new format.
Though times have been challenging for the organizations, the renewed commitment to diversity is
one of several bright spots. Another
is accessibility. Offering interactive
programming online means that it’s
open to people all around the world.
Dragon and Fuse have gained not
only new patrons and performers

but also new friends, people who
had never attended their live shows
but found themselves hungry for
human connection. They’re also
able to work with a greater variety
of artists, writers and educators, no
longer limited by geography.
“Live at the Dragon really exploded (since going online). It’s made the
most money it’s ever made,” Spencer-Koknar said. “Reaching out to
artists that wouldn’t be able to otherwise come to Redwood City is
huge.”

KENT JUE

out of this, and are able to rehearse
in person again, we will be stronger
and better,” Jue said.
Although the singers are not performing before live audiences, they
are finding new audiences in distant places. When Mark Burrows,
the composer of “We Are the Day”
who lives in Texas, heard Ragazzi
singing his song on YouTube, he
thanked “all of my new friends”
with a YouTube recording of his
own.
“As a composer, to hear a piece in

your head and then to hear it in person sound even better than the version in your head is amazing,” he
said. “Thank you for being a message of hope in a world that so desperately needs hope right now.”
Hope is what keeps these chorales
in harmony, even amid disappointment. In March, when Ragazzi first
soprano Liam Lowitz first heard
that COVID-19 would force choirs
to shut down, “I started crying,” he
said. Lowitz, 12, a seventh-grader at
North Star Academy in Redwood

City, said he “loves singing with my
friends,” and not being able to sing
together was unthinkable.
But tears dissipated when Ragazzi
began meeting on Zoom. And when
he heard the finished virtual piece
of “Count on Me,” in which he has
a cameo solo, “something inside of
me just lit up. I think it’s really cool
that we’re able to do this.”

Continued from page 14

group rehearsals, Jue explained.
Jue noted that Ragazzi recently was
able to record nine singers simultaneously in real time, but not on
Zoom.
“One of our board members is a
technology genius,” he said, adding that the technology, which is a
“game-changer,” is still in the experimental stages.
“I’m confident that when we come

Photo by Karla Kane

More information:

dragonproductions.net
—Karla Kane

More information: ragazzi.org
—Janet Silver Ghent
Profiles continued on page 17
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VOICES OF RECOVERY SAN MATEO COUNTY
www.vorsmc.org
Our Mission & Vision

Come Zoom with Us!

Voices of Recovery San Mateo County (VOR) is a
nonproﬁt (501 c3) peer-led organization that was
established in 2010 with the purpose of advocating
for and supporting the recovery community—people
overcoming drug and/or alcohol addictions. Voices
of recovery recognizes that hope is a powerful lever
for recovery that can be ignited by the leadership,
peer support, and lived experience of people who
have themselves overcome addictions.
Voices of Recovery San Mateo County (VORSMC) is
for every individual seeking and maintaining long-term
recovery, including our family members, friends, allies
and community partners and recovery stakeholders.

We have a safe friendly environment where you
can just listen or join the discussion! Please register in
advance for the meeting. After registering, you will
receive a conﬁrmation email containing information
about joining the meeting. Thank you!

Monday
Peer Support using WRAP Wellness Tools
5:30 - 7:00 pm

Tuesdays & Thursdays
Health & Wellness
4:30 - 5:30 pm

Tuesday & Thursday

We’re recruiting members for the Board
who want to make a positive change and
support the recovery community.

Peer Support using WRAP Wellness Tools
6:00 - 7:30 pm

“Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if
you just show up and try to do the right thing, the
dawn will come. You wait and watch and work:
you don’t give up.”

Due to COVID-19, all community
groups and Recovery Happens events
are being provided virtually

— Anne Lamott

Get involved at www.vorsmc.org

Belmont Center
310 Harbor Blvd.
Belmont, CA 94002R
(650) 802-6552
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South County Center
1842 Bay Road,
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 289-7670

Email: info@VORSMC.org

A R T S & E N T E R TA I N M E N T
Profiles continued from page 15

The arts

Sinjin Jones

HOW TO GIVE
Make a charitable donation

PEAR THEATRE

Several arts groups and museums
have launched emergency funds to
help pay their rent and artists who
are producing content online while
their spaces are dark during the
pandemic.
• Find contact information for local
arts groups and museums, on
page 40.

M

ountain View’s Pear Theatre has an in-house secret
weapon: The Pear Playwrights
Guild.
Thanks to the active group of
writers creating original content,
and the enthusiasm and experience of new Artistic Director
Sinjin Jones, the Pear has come
up with new, innovative programming to meet the moment.
“Now is a more important time
than ever to be giving art to people,” Jones said. “And necessity
breeds ingenuity.”
Once it became clear that the
Pear would not be able to do its
planned June production of the
musical “Side by Side,” Jones
turned to the Playwrights Guild
to come up with something different: A filmed, digital series
of interwoven tales inspired and
informed by the present reality.
Seven writers and Jones, along
with the cast members, launched
very quickly into a six-week devising process, coming up with
stories and characters that are
“responsive to the COVID-19
situation but really speak to the
strength of the human spirit,”
Jones said.
With his background in devised
theater (the method by which
theater is created collectively) as
well as independent film, Jones
took charge of proposing a basic structure, directed the pieces
and served as editor of the project that turned out to be “many
small stories that explore this
idea of what relationships mean,
and the value of those who are
closest to us in a time of need,”
he said.
“This Street and The Next,”
which began streaming online
during the summer, is what the
Pear described as a “choose your
own adventure, hybrid theater
piece” inspired by the current
COVID-19 crisis and all the chaos of spring and summer 2020.
The show was released as a series of short videos with a suggested viewing order that could
be switched up according to the

HOW TO HELP
Buy season tickets
Several local theater companies
are producing shows that will be
offered on-demand, livestreamed,
performed live or presented as a
combination of both for the 202021 season.
• Find a comprehensive list of
performing arts groups on
page 40.

HOW TO EXPERIENCE
Outdoor history exhibit

Photo by Sammy Dallal

viewers’ preferences.
“You can work your whole
life as a playwright and not get
a chance to work on a devised
play,” Playwright Leah Halper
said. “I totally jumped at this
chance. It’s maybe a once-ina-lifetime opportunity to work
with other playwrights, this incredibly talented director and to
involve the actors in really interesting ways. How could you pass
it up?”
Halper appreciates the increased amount of space Jones
has given to the Playwrights
Guild, and the way he’s leading the Pear thus far. “He really
sees the writers as integral to the
Pear. That makes the Pear a more
interesting place,” she said. “The
really big theaters are closed; it’s
the smaller ones that have been
so creative. I think he’s doing an
amazing job.”
The project was an ambitious
next step up from the theater
company’s last venture, which
was to film and stream the annual “Pear Slices” production
of original one acts from the

Playwrights Guild. The technical
results, including trying to use
Zoom backgrounds as set design,
were mixed.
“We learned a lot from ‘Pear
Slices’ in terms of what works
and what doesn’t,” Jones said,
noting that while the ‘Slices’
were written with live staging
in mind, everything about “This
Street and The Next” was deliberately planned to utilize shelterin-place conditions.
Jones said that he doesn’t expect the Pear to be back doing
fully live performances before
January. With that in mind, he
and his team will be considering more fully digital content, as
well as filming live performances
with tiny-to-no audiences, then
streaming the recording.
While “tech never quite works
exactly the way it should,” Jones
said with a laugh, “I am really excited to deliver something to the
Pear audience that is new and
unique.”
More information: thepear.org
—Karla Kane

The Los Altos History Museum has
taken its special exhibit “Rise Up!
The Fight for Women’s Suffrage,”
which celebrates the centennial of
women’s suffrage, outdoors. The
exhibit will be mounted on the
wraparound porch of the J. Gilbert
Smith House for visitors to browse
during self-guided tours until the
museum is permitted to reopen.
The exhibit is scheduled to run
through January 2021.
• 51 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos;
losaltoshistory.org

Outside art display
The outdoor gardens surrounding
the historic Filoli House are serving
as an exhibit space for “Rich Soil,”
an installation of figurative works
constructed out of wire by San
Francisco artist Kristine Mays. The
artwork will be on display through
Nov. 9. Visitors to Filoli must make
an online reservation in advance,
wear a mask and adhere to safe
distancing instructions.
• 86 Cañada Road, Woodside;
filoli.org

Virtual museum tours
Several Midpeninsula museums
are offering free virtual tours, artist
talks and special online exhibits
while their doors are closed during
the pandemic.
• Find a comprehensive list of
museums on page 40.
See full list of arts & entertainment
programs in the Info Resource Guide
on page 40.
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M. Griffin
B. Britschgi
M. McAuliffe
V. Coe
D. Smith
J. Kunz
J. Matheny
L. Middleman
M. Morrell
S. Kahlon
M. Morse
S. Kahl
C. Sander
J. Upton
M. Richter
J. Sanders
R. Onorato
M. Cox
J. McMorrow
M. Andeen
M. Ozbil
J. Chandik
L. McPherson
S. Jeuck
J. Cebrian
A. Sherry
F. Tomacruz
B. Sandy
L. Maki
N. Cornil
L. Flesher
J. Moody
L. Glare
R. Kelley
K. ArimotoPeterson
B. Dolin
T. Morgridge
C. Stock
Y. Deggelman
A. Fitzhugh
J. Zehnder
H. Butler
T. Henry-Hamilton
R. Cronin
J. Castellino
S. Pirman
C. Espinosa
A. Robbiano
A. Kleeman
O. Pulido
K. Hyde
K. Butterfield
R. Wassman
E. Taylor
L. Craig
R. Wagner
M. Merrill
J. Bourne
J. Francis
J. Harman
G. Shumm
B. Woodson
E. Storm
K. Gharda
K. Young
K. Klein
J. Wall
S. Lockwood
C. Eastham
C. Beverstock
G. Tate
K. Goodell
T. Livermore
K. Porter
N. Lund
D. Verity
S. Bardas
P. Brosterhous
P. Austin
C. Orton
S. Hill
M. Austin
D. Matteson
W. Coekaerts
M. Leonard
L. Evans
D. Hall
S. Adams
M. Kenney
B. Demere
A. Klause
T. Bray
L. Ericson
S. West
T. Moran
S. Diekman
D. Howe
K. Pohl
J. Loulan
T. Godfrey
K. Chen
M. Destaebler
C. Louchheim
D. Carlson
S. Cohen
N. Hess
D. Regonini
B. Kawasaki
C. Butler
S. Hansen
N. Fenton
M. Avery
J. Rogers
M. McDowell
The Luces
E. Pollock
S. Leith-Tanous
D. Sullivan
R. Ekedahl

J. Morgan
A. Leupold
D. Rahn
T. Walker
R. Wheeler
E. Avak
W. Liao
M. Parrine
P. Carpenter
C. Melnicoff
H. Huntington
S. Jaggers
C. Cernhy
S. Goyle
B. Blackford
J. Rubin
L. Sadunas
L. Rockwell
Stanford Park
Nannies
G. Kohs
N. Sallaberry
G. Thurston
M. Saunders
L. Roth
C. Cano
C. Curry
M. Ratner
R. Dodge
S. Kritzik
S. Kryger
J. Chandler
M. Draeger
C. Clarke
G. Channell
R. & S. Seiler
E. Colby
G. Baldwin
J. Phillips
S. Lowe
T. Johnson Jr.
C. Davis
F. Leach
E. Muhlner
S. Payne
M. Dewolf
K. Gibboney
T. McBride
J. Allen
K. Kranen
S. Bambra
L. Hancock
S. Taylor
S. Sartor
S. Buddin
S. Westrate
T. Brown
C. Poe
C. Dusel-Bacon
E. Butler
W. Justus
B. Burgelin
N. Wigley
R. Kirshner
G. Lewin
L. Sweeney
K. Daly
T. Hanretty
D. Larsen
W. McPherson
L. Buyer
G. Principe
J. Jarve
L. Schryver
D. Cecil
K. Pace
B. Bohler
K. King
E. Heller
L. Oefelein
M. Carey
R. Rodrigue
W. Teuteberg
K. Rodarte
T. Orr
A. Cheng
W. Ginner
C. Lamb
J. Martin
W. Carnochan
J. Kurpius
M. Christensen
J. Hibbard
L. Sears
D. Kabcenell
J. Aaron
L. Mayerson
M. Blaine
P. Grassi
M. Voelke
S. Cadigan
J. Firstenberger
W. Schmidt
P. Wilkinson
P. Lipman
S. Blank
M. Selig
P. Jones
W. Bischel
M. Slomiak
M. Encrantz
R. Smith
M. Terrell
C. Tipton
S. Hachmann
J. Ross
I. Searles
T. Tebben
A. Lauer
D. Aguilera

J. Wender
S. Rivers
M. Thomas
C. Labuda
S. Crane
K. Pauling
S. Knorp
L. Fovinci
L. Foster
C. MacIntosh
D. Hall
J. Davidson
J. Jakubson
J. Nachtsheim
V. Goldsmith
R. Demere
M. Harrison
R. Simpson
L. Winchell
D. Pecson
E. Dolinko
F. Barner
V. Rundorff
N. Buchanan
L. Fornaciari
K. Fluet
T. Turner
W. Thompson
R. Anderson
J. Jensen
J. Kaufman
C. Sumida-Scott
C. Caligiuri
P. Flynn
A. Ringham
R. Castro
L. Roberts
M. Del Alcazar
S. Dickinson
R. Recht
M. Box
U. McGee
N. Targ
E. Burmeister
D. Burow
C. Harrison
H. Crittenden
J. Goulden
B. & .H Nash
M. Foody
L. Kurtz
B. Gorlick
D. Smernoff
M. Wong
J. Goldberg
H. Stone
D. Satten
D. Levin
J. Falk
S. Des Marais
L. Bramlett
J. Pharriss
S. Wright
P. Piper
K. Coonrad
A. Hall
N. Taylor
D. Batchelder
S. Tonsfeldt
M. Pringle Gauer S.
Brown
K. Villannueva
J. Northway
D. Schwartz
P. Fink
A. Albuquerque
S. Dinwiddie
S. Kilner
N. Ng
J. Reynolds
K. Logan
S. Joshi
M. Brown
D. Lowe
J. Hale
E. Fike
B. Holland
E. Santana
J. Dawes
B. Bicknell
B. Carlitz
D. Lusk
V. Weber
L. & J. Schemel
C. Pierce
B. Katz
S. Cranna
M. McCall
J. & R. Wheeler
S. Srinivasan
T. Gadda
M. Lewis
T. Lovercheck
D. Graff-Loeb
L. Levy
L. Laurent
E. Nimmo
L. Parker
H. Stein
E. Marshall
C. Iannuccilli
M. Allen
E. Kriegh
J. Schaeer
L. Beattie
L. Fresco
S. Mellberg
R. Rosner
P. Colevas
K. Matice

T. Shanahan
L. Freeman
J. Nolan
N. Landolfi
J. Hasko
J. Diller
M. Hufty
M. Anderson
A. Latta
S. Legallet
J. Wolosin
E. & C. Terborgh
D. Scheuch
M. Pless
J. Bresnan
K. Lynch
R. Mullen
E. Tuncel
S. Wueste
C. Jones
J. Bestor
S. Bartalo
H. Slayen
B. Romans
D. Kastanis
J. Ellis
K. Armstrong
K. Berman
C. McClure
F. Lessani
J. Olson
E. Lamb

M. Wachtel
T. Johnson
D. Fadiman
G. Gerst
J. Carnes
C. Bird
S. Krausz
D. Beaver
J. & M. Cullen
J. Forstner
L. Spurlock
E. Ferris
M. Rapp
D. Dickinson
S. Russell
U. Sujansky
M. Dudley
J. Leugers
G. Hahn
B. Beron
S. Richter
M. Worthing
K. Daly
D. Jones
L. Kriese
K. Osinski
R. Bartoli
D. Madison
G. Fisher
S. McGrath
J. Hodnett
W. McClure
C. Foster
E. Peters
K. Switky
S. Gillman
D. Romani
E. Moore
R. Wright
J. Mendelsohn
S. Nonnenberg
S. Yoerg
K. Kwan
K. Parker
S. Senn
J. Reid
J. Harris
L. Wilson
S. Santoro
J. Cronin
T. Lubim
M. Miller
A. Morrical
S. Barnum
S. & K. Machtinger
S. Timmerman
R. Bales
J. Lewis
J. Leblang
S. Turner
C. Rowe
J. Green
B. Katz
S. Cranna
M. McCall
J. & R. Wheeler
S. Srinivasan
T. Gadda
M. Lewis
T. Lovercheck
D. Graff-Loeb
L. Levy
L. Laurent
E. Nimmo
L. Parker
H. Stein
E. Marshall
C. Iannuccilli
M. Allen
E. Kriegh
J. Schaeer
L. Beattie
L. Fresco
M. Levin
L. Tokes
D. Lin
R. Degan
D. Ziegler
M. Brooks
L. Lenoir
A. Seeger
E. Moore
E. Fagan
B. Nute
L. Wolfe
H. Welstein
J. Noice

P. Lai
B. Raskin
N. Jones
A. Seid
V. Wolk
L. Avocet
S. Pelosi
J. Jenkins
E. Salzer
M. Cohen
L. Carroll
J. Hancock
B. Fitch
K. Flynn
S. Dinwiddie
L. Braun
S. Gartner
J. Paulson
J. Ramberg
H. Schwenk
E. Jacobsen
S. Griswold
J. Faltz
D. Cookerly
A. & B. Delaney
D. Debs
S. Hansen
L. Shore
M. Tan
J. Podell
G. Lee
B. Sourkes
K. Sweidy
T. Deser
G. Johnson
B. Klein
B. Drazovich
P. Marriott
N. Yamada
B. Barton
M. Richardson
G. Hughes
G. Schwettman
L. Reider
D. Blayney
L. Pinto
P. Ellson
M. Norton
N. Thomas
W. Yeager
L. Gill
R. Lancefield
M. Anderson
D. Knopper
E. Kastner
J. Cornett
A. Holloway
A. Chin
S. Gualdoni
S. Kemp
L. Roche
S. Holland
J. Zhang
K. Spear
J. Carey
J. DiBrienza
C. Mitchell
S. Olgado
A. Illich
S. Abramson
M. Ashley
M. Zimmerman
J. Moran
M. Bridges
K. Larsen
N. Razon
R. Swent
R. Bender
J. Seyfarth
A. Waldfogel
S. Narang
C. Wotipka
M. Krebs
J. Hartung
R. Pauck
A. Saitz
E. Pasternak
A. Prabhu
F. Armstrong
K. Garcia
J. Gomez
N. Kulgein
P. Noyer
D. Rose
J. Gilmore
N. Moss
J. Einfalt

B. Reid
L. Schwerer
D. Hoexter
N. Bloom
S. Rinsky
D. Quinn
S. Beach
R. Wagoner
J. Leahy
E. Lillard
D. Clark
J. Friedman
B. Lee
S. Friedman
L. Kells
O. Saffir
R. Tenanes
V. Spicer
J. Farnsworth
M. Rochester
V. Mittal
J. Jacobus
K. Hawkins
R. Ward
J. Haynes
M. Collins
H. Tao
C. Shambora
A. Robertson
M. Liu
L. Hattendorf
I. Stein
E. King
M. Gaynon
Y. Kishimoto
R. Probst
D. Hirsch
K. Ardeshna
M. Berman
J. Klein
B. Nord
M. Barchas
S. Marenberg
E. Varner
L. Melena
J. Clendenin
J. Morrison
P. Kayten
S. Chang
J. Shore
P. Jones
R. Guislin
A. Johnston
L. Bader
B. Morgenthaler
J. Yu
M. Stratz
A. Olkin
G. Turnbull
A. Nichols
S. Salsbury
K. Holman
R. Satterthwaite
K. Carey
C. Manley
W. Monroe
A. Stern
C. Kroymann
S. Warble
B. Davis
R. Wolf
A. Ross
J. Leffler
G. Anwyl
J. Hirsch
J. Kilner
L. Clark-Sweeney
A. Robin
R. Purkey
D. Eve
S. Supplee
F. Souza
J. Phillips
M. Lopez
J. Simon
A. Isaacson
C. Williams
L. Akselrad
B. Oram
L. Erickson
A. Gold
C. Lougee
J. Barnes
L. Mercer
J. Weber
S. Smith
K. Ferrell

J. Hearn
C. White
S. Wood
C. Fitzloff
Y. Wackerman
L. Tedesco
M. Beachler
C. Bernstein
J. Lee
N. Riffle
L. Bailin
B. Leisure
K. Weisenberg
L. Gran
P. Ross-Polito
B. Encisco

L. Gass
B. Gardner
K. Dugan
J. Foster
H. Fischgrund
G. Crider
E. Miller
L. Carey
J. Poppy
W. Cavanaugh
K. Anderson
V. Leighton
W. Shilstone
N. Martin
S. Jacobs
N. Anderson

P. Einfalt
W. Bowmer
C. Gibbs
J. Sack
N. Stern
K. Klein
C. Pistorino
A. Zulch
B. Burwell
K. Storm
C. Sigman
P. Carter
B. Bruce
M. Levin
L. Tokes
D. Lin

D. Barr
L. Osborne
S. Savides
L. Heimark
H. Plotkin
T. Marshburn
J. Appleby
K. Jarvis
T. Borgstrom
G. Herman
K. McGinn
L. Forrester
J. Merkel
J. Jacobs
M. McClure
T. Carey

R. Schwartz
A. Koontz
D. Ito
A. Schmitt
R. Martinez
S. Robinson
M. Vincenti
E. Wolf
K. Ma
C. Chong
B. Pitkin
D. Hancock
G. Poore
J. Moran
M. Bridges
K. Larsen
N. Razon
R. Swent
R. Bender
J. Seyfarth
A. Waldfogel
S. Narang
C. Wotipka
M. Krebs
J. Hartung
R. Pauck
A. Saitz
E. Pasternak
A. Prabhu
F. Armstrong
K. Garcia
J. Gomez
N. Kulgein
B. Reid
J. Frick
M. Odell
C. Thorson
J. Snyder
J. Fenwick
M. Williams
P. Podell
R. Maydan
J. Wise
M. Christopherson
A. Cooper
L. Fowkes
C. Murphy
J. Steinhart
J. Shorin
K. Arnold
P. Schwartz
D. Newhouse
M. Stevens
D. Staiger
W. Dellenbach
R. Waters
B. Martin
J. Guislin
B. Klausner
B. Crocker
J. Ting
S. Colton
V. Akkaraju
E. Reese
L. Deghetaldi
J. Schachter
L. Smith
C. Melamed
J. Elkind
I. Levy
S. Erhart
J. Kriewall
E. Vanderwilt
J. Beer
L. Sanford
S. Buddie
W. Courington
S. Miller
C. Van Wey
M. Forster
R. Foley
M. Chowning-Dray
T. Moran
R. Georgia
K. Kane
H. Weiler
J. Wasserman
B. Kiviat
A. Gregory
A. Karp
A. Austin
J. Majeti
E. Jensen
A. Meyer
F. Kurland
C. Drake
P. Page

S. Levine
H. Benson
S. Jefferson
P. Noyer
D. Rose
J. Gilmore
N. Moss
J. Einfalt
P. Einfalt
W. Bowmer
C. Gibbs
J. Sack
N. Stern
K. Klein
C. Pistorino
A. Zulch
B. Burwell
K. Storm
C. Sigman
P. Carter
B. Bruce
A. Blank
G. Stritter
P. Plummer
R. Greenstein
B. Meissner
C. Mince
P. Feehan
M. Doktorczyk
D. Ellestad
J. Fenton
D. Kocher
S. Overstreet
M. Moynihan
D. Hendrickson
J. Engleman
T. Cox
M. Chilton
A. Lawler
A. Nichols
R. Gordon
D. Gosney
O. Sowerwine
J. Stein
B. Roberts
P. Perret
J. Gomez
N. Kulgein
H. Epstein
K. Morrison
M. Michelson
M. Krause
S. Levenberg
D. McDougall
M. Rosenbloom
P. Spackman
H. Stern
L. Rock
B. Steinback
S. Hwangbo
T. Kearns
M. Greening
B. Martin
T. Hmelar
A. Levine
M. Baker
D. Lilienstein
D. Losey
A. Kingmam
C. Helwick
M. Amundson
B. Lucke
A. Dickinson
P. Walker
A. Moench
J. Becker
C. Cummings
L. Hofstadter
L. Randal
E. Frenkel-Popell
D. Rudolph
N. Sammann
B. Kaiser
P. Jahnke
R. Andrews
M. Setzen
T. Smith
M. Gardner
M. Kuechler
L. Conn
A. Neukermans
C. Fuller
E. Hedenkamp
M. Fluke
K. Fickle
S. Hall
R. Laroy

P. Goeld
D. Chritchley
J. Eichler
J. Davis
J. De St Georges
B. Harris
J. Richards
F. Segre
M. Abramowitz
J. Bassett
D. Gordon
N. Wouk
E. Engelson
S. Floyd
A. Odian
C. Jernigan
R. Horst
R. Gabrielson
J. Gullard
J. Pont
T. Barr
L. Keck
M. Sprague
K. Walkup
A. Flanders
L. Elkins
S. Leslie
L. Schlein
S. Brown
J. Frimel
T. Boucher
J. Galen
C. Shea
E. Sanders
S. Anderes
C. Berka
L. Urbanek
M. Carney
L. Varty
R. Bethel
C. Niblo
J. Donsky
J. Nisbet
D. Doherty
O. Trapp
K. Sutherland
W. Mitchell
G. Carr
B. Wohler
P. Kepler
S. Bryan
C. Schmuck
L. Peiros
M. Ryan
S. Hinzmann
L. Singleton
D. Duncan
L. Stovel
K. Torregano
R. Smith
J. Jerome
A. Sedello
P. Drekmeier
S. McEntee

C. Chen
M. Eager
A. Tse
J. Kershner
K. Shoven
C. Scholz
B. Tisdale
E. Hogan
R. Kennedy
J. Klein
L. Klein
C. Dillon
K. Price
S. Henderson
G. Bers
P. Schaffer

P. Fletcher
R. Wipfler
M. Grosser
N. Barnby
D. Bailey
A. Siegel
C. Curtin
L. Berger
J. Bernadicou
P. Welander
E. Ellis
K. Colman
M. Albers
K. Sherwin
J. McCowan
S. Plaisted

R. Simpson
S. Zare
C. Jones
N. Beamer
R. Kresek
R. Brogley
R. Nurre
D. Graham
H. Sahami
W. Reller
C. Blitzer
C. Kan
B. Kouns
R. Kato
J. Fisch
E. Lauing
R. Pecore
M. Hendrawidjaja
G. Channell
G. Sikora
M. Cierniak
A. McGee
J. Fiddes
L. De Kesel-Lams
K. Bloom
N. Radjy
K. Anderson
S. Nash
E. Baskin
T. Sorensen
C. Schneider
K. Rawnsley
E. Muhlner
R. Motta
R. Rippere
M. Burt
S. Grimm
C. Combs
J. Pierce
K. Alter
L. Earnest
S. Smith
L. Russel
R. White
J. Whaley
C. Flynn
R. Ousterhout
M. Shull
M. Foster
H. Brady
T. Johnson
L. Elliott
L. Blanchette
T. Nguyen
S. Dougall
R. Smith
A. Martineau
P. Dhillon
A. Poggio
S. Helmer
L. Wright
J. Frizzell
M. Clark
X. Jiang
K. Bromberg
P. Adriani
J. Bard
T. Brosnan
J. Farrell
T. Javitz
J. Althouse
T. Glasser
B. Spreng
E. Freeman
D. Bergen
S. Lewis
B. Morey
K. Patou
D. Keefer
S. Crocker
J. Siddall
B. Johnson
J. Hamilton
R. Robertson
T. Hunter
V. Siegman

M. O’Connor
A. Scrivner
J. Madrone
C. Saal
L. Bonomi
S. Chamberlain
L. Oefelein
J. Hague
R. Ohlmann
L. Heiden
M. Lee
B. Holtz
R. Rausch
D. Cohn
L. Kancherla
M. Norall
G. Richardson
D. MacKenzie
C. Keenan
S. Zimmerman
H. Epstein
K. Morrison
M. Michelson
M. Krause
S. Levenberg
D. McDougall
M. Rosenbloom
P. Spackman
H. Stern
L. Rock
B. Steinback
S. Hwangbo
T. Kearns
M. Greening
B. Martin
T. Hmelar
A. Levine
M. Baker
D. Lilienstein
K. Littau
N. Bowker
C. Anderson
R. Alexander
M. Molloy
J. Melton
J. Knuth
J. Peacock
W. Sanders
J. Hickman
S. Thomsen
B. Lo
H. Descollonges
B. Peters
D. Bay
D. Hill
M. Sofaer
S. Beattie
P. Ries
M. Cale
G. Skinner
D. Abramovitch
K. Tucker
T. Byler
S. McElfresh
C. Dewees
C. Colohan
A. Fetter
W. Bechtold
A. Sklaroff
J. Mather
S. Sands
M. Fogarty
C. Schwartz
M. Joing
I. Suzuki
D. Irvin
S. Ahmad
C. Chu
M. Beasley
C. Dibona
B. Goldfield
M. Torre
D. Bloomberg
K. Ohlson
J. Pickering
J. Tang
P. Proctor
E. Khaw
G. Pyszka
R. Master
S. Brugler
K. Wagner
K. Thompson
E. Klor
S. Hine
D. Lam
K. Schmidt
S. Mackenzie
R. Stovel
J. Tomz
S. Klapholz
D. Sternbergh
P. Collins
B. Harvey
B. Wilson
A. Rosenberg
D. Hill
K. Lodato
S. Brodsky
S. Ross
L. Nissim
S. Meade
S. Noguchi
G. Skrabutenas
D. Krauss
B. Beecham
C. Sieloff
A. Bedichek
M. Michel
J. Alstrom

C. Fitzgerald
D. Wanderman
L. Lemons
M. Strober
A. Miksztal
M. Hastings
S. Chanin
C. Margot
A. Proctor
A. Cohen
T. Goode
R. Shepherd
K. Smith
J. Kennedy
J. Bohman
H. Vuong
A. Mok
A. Cooper
S. Klein
R. Lee
N. Nguyen
T. Glanville
L. Angelo
S. Banerjee
S. Murphy
A. Barta
C. Feeney
L. Garland
S. Goldner
I. Korol
A. Gross
C. Brennan
R. Espinoza
D. Marinkovich
K. Dwiggins
R. Abbott
K. Fry
K. Tomlinson
L. Marzano
S. Tripp
T. Shortliffe
R. Reis
C. Weil
E. Choi
E. Feitzinger
E. Su
S. Wu
J. Rolfe
S. Hinzmann
L. Singleton
D. Duncan
L. Stovel
K. Torregano
R. Smith
J. Jerome
A. Sedello
P. Drekmeier
S. McEntee
P. Ma
D. Walker
A. Kumar
K. Fleeman
P. Kobayashi
D. Tuerk
E. Rocha
J. Dafoe
C. Clark
G. Davis
B. Anderson
E. Hegblom
C. Ezran
M. Bryan
J. Ballon
J. Creek
S. Iannucci
D. Booth
Y. Hsu
L. Tincher
A. Gladman
P. O’Riordan
C. Hubenthal
L. Jack
J. Goldman
P. Westin
D. Doolittle
J. Pflasterer
J. Childs
I. Peterson
N. Knox
M. Martinson
G. YokoyamaHeiliger
S. Schaps
J. Scherer
R. Lancefield
M. Stahl
D. Mossar
M. Shell
C. King
L. Berg
G. Ray
E. Krugler
J. Fruchterman
K. Greig
S. Gur
C. Schulz
J. Rytina
B. Schink
L. Sarnat
J. Pickering
C. Wong
L. Wong
E. Cohen
E. Gilkerson
D. Henderson
M. Green
D. Tatum
P. Cue
C. Gwin
J. McDonnell

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS IN
SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT
LOCAL JOURNALISM

Help sustain our reporting by
becoming a subscribing member
at AlmanacNews.com/join
Z. Osborne
C. Jose
M. Hindery
M. Klein
D. Kaye
S. Kolhatkar
B. Nilsson
L. Crowell
I. Kim
H. Plant
N. Ardoin
B. Hess
L. Ely
A. Thayer
S. Cramer
A. Ross
M. Slaney
S. Mirabella
M. Rosen
L. Williams
J. Ulevich
L. Godin
J. Jorgensen
A. Stauffer
J. Kossack
K. Walker
G. Lindgren
C. Runkel
J. Hackmann
C. Curtis
E. Weingarten
P. Fewer
J. Trust

This is a partial list of our current subscribing members. You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check
for $120 ($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Second Harvest

rethinks
food distribution
From drive-thrus to home delivery, nonprofit finds new
ways to feed a half million residents each month
ince the coronavirus hit the Bay
Area in March, Second Harvest
Food Bank has seen an astronomical rise in demand. The nonprofit
went from serving about 270,000
people a month to 500,000 — an
85% increase.
The nonprofit has distributed as
many as 12 million pounds of food
within a month. Pre-pandemic, 6
million pounds in a month would
have been a milestone.
The nonprofit’s phone hotline has

S

fielded as many as 1,200 calls a
day, many from people looking for
food assistance for the first time.
Second Harvest CEO Leslie Bacho, who led the San FranciscoMarin Food Bank through the
Great Recession in 2008, said the
almost overnight, dramatic increase in need is “unprecedented.”
It’s hard “to suddenly be out of
work and really worried about:
Are you going to be able to keep
your housing? Are you going to be

Above: Boxes ready for pick up at Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center in Mountain View are
filled with strawberries, peaches, lettuce, cantaloupe and other produce. Top: Second
Harvest of Silicon Valley volunteers Hana Rust and Steven Jing place packaged food in the
trunk of a client’s car at the Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center in Mountain View. Photos by
Magali Gauthier.

able to find food for your family,”
Bacho said.
The coronavirus also forced Second Harvest to dramatically transform its operations. Farmers market-style distribution sites had to

be reconfigured into socially distanced drive-thrus to prevent the
spread of the virus.
They started delivering food to
Continued on page 20
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National Guard Airmant First Class Ethan Comley moves a pallet of prepared boxes in Curtner Center, one of two Second Harvest of Silicon Valley warehouses in San Jose.
Continued from page 19

thousands of homebound lowincome seniors. They stopped accepting canned food donations
from the community.
With most volunteers — who made
up 40% of Second Harvest’s workforce — unable to come in during
the shelter-in-place, the nonprofit had to rely on the United States
Army National Guard, temporary
workers and staff from partner
agencies to sort and package food.
“Everything changed overnight,”
Second Harvest spokesperson Diane Baker Hayward said.
Months after the Bay Area started sheltering at home, demand for
food has not let up — and Second
Harvest expects the need to continue for more than a year.
Getting food from the warehouse
to those in need has become an intricate process that begins shortly
after dawn with masked workers
who start their shifts at Second
Harvest’s largest warehouse. The
20 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

75,000-square-foot Cypress Center in San Jose stores mostly fresh
produce: bags of onions and carrots, boxes of melons, oranges,
broccoli, corn and celery. Meat is
kept in a separate, chilled room —
storage that helped Second Harvest make it through an initial
meat shortage at the start of the
shutdown, Baker Hayward said.
The workers deftly steer forklifts in and out of rows of boxed
produce, stacking pallets of cardboard boxes in trucks parked in a
dock outside. The trucks later head
throughout the Bay Area to a network of more than 300 partner
agencies — schools, senior centers, churches and shelters — with
1,000 distribution sites.
This warehouse — one of four
that Second Harvest operates, including a new, 40,000 square-foot
temporary space added in April
to meet the current demand —
also stores food provided by the
federal government through the

Source: Embarcadero Media. Design by Kevin Legnon.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP). Second Harvest receives an average of 27,000 boxes
of food per week from the government. This helps relieve some of
the supply burden for Second Harvest, said Sarah Howard, a produce
sourcing and quality manager.
Her job of managing the flow of
food in accordance with demand

has taken on new pressure during
the pandemic, she said. At the start
of the shutdown, many Second
Harvest distribution sites initially closed. After some reopened, it
took a few weeks for word to spread
and for people to know where to go
if they needed food, making it hard
for the nonprofit to predict how
Continued on page 22

Experiences You Can Trust!

$500 Million+
Sales Volume
220+
Buyers Transactions

340+
Properties Sold
120+
Sellers Transactions

90+
Homes Sold in Palo Alto
and Menlo Park

60+
Homes Sold in Los Altos
and Mountain View

Your trusted real estate advisors and neighborhood specialists for all your real estate needs!

Julie Tsai Law
Broker Associate
CRS, SRES, MBA
DRE #01339682
650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
julietsailaw.com
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Food & meals
HOW TO GIVE
Sponsor a meal
The nonprofit LifeMoves has
partnered with local restaurants in
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties to
provide contactless meals to residents
staying in its shelters. Through the
program, donors can purchase meals
online from a list of participating
restaurants that will deliver orders
directly to shelter residents. Each
order serves multiple people.

• lifemoves.org/volunteers/meals
Food wishlist

Above: Volunteers from Second Harvest
Food Bank load cars with boxes of food at
the Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center. Left:
Sarah Howard, the produce sourcing and
quality manager at Second Harvest of
Silicon Valley, examines some oranges at
Cypress Center, one of the nonprofit's two
San Jose warehouses, before food is packed
into boxes and distributed to various sites.

Continued on page 22

much food to send to sites.
The Mountain View Senior Center on Escuela Avenue, for example, normally only serves lowincome seniors — during the
pandemic, however, it has been
open twice a week to anyone in
need. Staff members are continuing to see new people come each
time, which is unusual, they say.
Pre-pandemic, Second Harvest
modeled its distribution sites after
farmers markets, allowing people
to see and choose their produce.
This helped to preserve a sense of
dignity and normalcy, as well as
community, Second Harvest staff
said. The sites became hubs where
people connected with one another
and found resources for other support they needed. Volunteers got
to know regular visitors by name.
Many visitors became volunteers
themselves.
Now, families quickly pass
through in their cars to pick up the
22 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

pre-packaged boxes: one with a selection of fruits and vegetables and
another with dairy and items like
tortillas, beans and peanut butter,
plus a bag of meat.
The nonprofit also has rapidly expanded what was a limited home
delivery service to now reach upwards of 6,000 people.
National Guard members who
usually volunteer at Second Harvest once a weekend on the side
of full-time jobs have been sorting and packaging food full time.
In March, Gov. Gavin Newsom
deployed nearly 500 service members to food banks across six Bay
Area counties on a humanitarian
support mission.
Battling food insecurity during
a public health crisis is a first-ofa-kind deployment for this particular unit. The 129th Rescue
Wing, which is based at Moffett
Field in Mountain View, is usually activated for search and rescue
missions.
Major Alfred Tamayo, who works

in sales in the semiconductor industry, oversees a team of about
37 National Guard members at the
warehouse during the day and 15
more during a swing shift. They
assemble up to 250,000 pounds
of food a day for distribution,
Tamayo said.
Volunteers are the backbone of
Second Harvest. The majority
of volunteers — large corporate
groups and seniors — all but disappeared when shelter order began
in late March.
But volunteers, both veterans and
first timers, have since started to
come back. They’re now trained
and consolidated in a single location, the Cypress Center.
Mary Ellen Carter said she
started volunteering during the
shutdown.
“It’s such a great need right now,”
she said. “It’s good to give back in
whatever way you can, not only
monetary but with your time.”
Cat Cvengros, Second Harvest’s
vice president of marketing, said
the organization is now grappling with its short- and long-term
future.
“It’s a crisis,” Cvengros said. “We
don’t even know what the next
month looks like. As people continue to deplete their savings, we
will see our numbers rise.”
—Elena Kadvany

Demand is at an all-time high at
Ecumenical Hunger Program, which
has had to temporarily suspend its
in-person food and meal programs
due to COVID-19. The East Palo Alto
nonprofit is collecting food items on a
wishlist posted on its website that will
be distributed to families in need of
emergency resources.

• ehpcares.org/covid-19-update
Charitable gifts
Since the start of the pandemic,
the number of Santa Clara and San
Mateo county residents seeking food
assistance through Second Harvest
Food Bank Silicon Valley has doubled.
Individual and corporate donors
can assist the nonprofit by making a
charitable donation.

• shfb.org/give-help/donate-funds
Emergency fundraiser
Peninsula Volunteers has launched
a COVID-19 Critical Senior Care Fund
to raise $500,000 to help sustain
the nonprofit’s Meals on Wheels
program that provides critical delivery
of nutritious meals to homebound
seniors in San Mateo County. Due to
COVID-19, the organization was forced
to cancel its annual April fundraiser,
which typically raises critical funds
needed to operate the meal program.

• penvol.org/donate
HOW TO FIND HELP
Free groceries
During the pandemic, Second Harvest
Food Bank Silicon Valley is distributing
free food at various sites to anyone in
need. Many locations do not require
an ID to apply.

• 800-984-3663 (Food Connection
Hotline; shfb.org/get-food
(interactive map with food
distribution sites)

Meal delivery
Meals on Wheels is delivering meals to
those in need in San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties.

• If you live in San Mateo County:
•

penvol.org/mealsonwheels;
650-323-2022
If you live in Santa Clara County:
mysourcewise.com/meals;
408-350-3200

See full list of community resources in
the Info Resource Guide on page 46.

Silicon Valley Hilltop Estate

Thirteen Secluded Acres in the Highly Desirable Portola Valley
A Tech Titans Family-Inspired Domain A rare, secluded 13+ acre view property with rolling hills overlooking San Francisco Bay and the
coastal mountains with expansive country club amenities in the heart of Silicon Valley. The unrivaled state-of-the-art athletic facilities
include indoor basketball court and a ice hockey pavilion, a three hole golf course with two putting greens.This estate delivers the
goal of creating an exceptional home designed for todays active, modern family in the Palo Alto school district. In desirable Portola
8B__O|BbMWMOB__|ldpWsWdbOMbO{ssd+B_d_sddb_|yOaWbtsOpsd/BbMW__.dBMÛsVObBbKWB_OlWKObsOodT/W_WKdb8B__O|ÛBbM_Opp
than an hour to San Francisco and San Jose.

LosTrancosEstate.com
Samira Amid-Hozour | Sue Hajibaik
Co-Listing: Rex
650.868.1577 | 650.649.9454
samira@samiraandsue.com
samiraandsue.com
.ŚŚ
Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.
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Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.

Thanks to you, PVI’s
Critical Senior Care
programs continue
uninterrupted!
PVI is onsite and now online!
SENIORS ON THE PENINSULA HAVE
ACCESS TO PROGRAMS THEY NEED
DURING COVID - 19 AND BEYOND
We are STILL six feet apart, yet remain shoulder
to shoulder in caring for at risk seniors!
Fall is upon us and the COVID-19 pandemic continues to
reshape our lives and profoundly upend all we have known.
Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.’s essential services for seniors are
more critical now than ever. We are here for you, your loved
ones and your neighbors.
We hope that you and your families are staying well and safe
throughout this extraordinary time. Even with California’s
tiered blueprint for counties and the criteria for the safe
progression to resume business and activities, COVID-19
remains a daily concern for you and those you know and love.
This is the season for giving thanks and we are deeply moved
by your generosity which makes it possible for us to sustain
our vital services to seniors. Our dedication to our mission is
enduring - provide daily, nutritious meals, adult day care for
those with Alzheimer’s and dementias, and vital health and
wellness activities to seniors living on the Peninsula.

;OHUR`V\@V\YPTWHJ[PZILPUNYLÅLJ[LK
in new and better ways!
PVI is onsite and also online for older adults and others who
rely on us for their well-being. You have made this possible.
Thank you! We have gone virtual with two of our core
programs to ensure current and new participants and their
families are still able to connect, be active, stimulated and
safely supported.

“It’s because of PVI’s
support programs that I
feel like I’m being watched
after during this crisis.”
— (tears) Diane, 92 years old
Pilates, Yoga, Tai Chi, Zumba and other exercise classes, or
join audio book club series and memoir writing classes and
more. Ongoing client wellness and check in calls relieve
isolation and loneliness.

Rosener House, Adult Day Services for Alzheimer’s:
New virtual online activity and support programming, client
and caregiver check-ins and activity package deliveries
serve seniors and their caregivers at home. Clients and the
community can participate in a variety of vital stimulating
music, art, travel, tango, brain games and other activities for
those with dementia, as well as ongoing group support for
caregivers.

PVI’s enhanced on demand transportation services

provide rides to seniors for medical appointments and grocery
store visits with protective protocols in place, supporting
healthcare and food access and for other daily supplies.

We are grateful for the remarkable support of our
communities. PVI’s COVID-19 Critical Care Fund continues
so that we can support seniors during this extended site
closure period and beyond. Your gift will help us sustain our
vital programs in the new environment. For more information
visit www.penvol.org and www.penvol.org/donate

PVI’s Meals on Wheels onsite program continues

uninterrupted and with contactless delivery and safety
protocols in place in its daily mission to provide more
nutritious meals and supplemental care packages than ever
before. We are doing all we can to meet the skyrocketing
needs of those who cannot shop or cook for themselves,
including personal wellness, social and resource need checkins. Microwave ovens are supplied to those who need them.

PVI’s Little House, Senior Activity Center: New
virtual online health and wellness classes are open for you
or a loved one. Book online personal training, sign up for
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LITTLE HOUSE, THE ROSLYN G. MORRIS ACTIVITY CENTER,
MEALS ON WHEELS/SAN MATEO COUNTY, ROSENER HOUSE
For more than 70 years, Peninsula Volunteers, Inc., duly recognized nonWYVÄ[  J  OHZ KLTVUZ[YH[LK H WYVMV\UK SLNHJ` VM JHYPUN MVY ZLUPVYZ
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SENIORS

Seniors adjust to life in lockdown —
and a virtual future
‘We are slowly entering the electronic world to help communicate with each other’

L

ife has changed in big ways and
small for local seniors since the
spread of the coronavirus began to
accelerate in March: Many are living alone in their homes suddenly
cut off from outside activities, while
others in senior living facilities have
found themselves prohibited from
outside visitors, even spouses living
in differing care levels within the
same facility. They now must rely
on family, friends or volunteers to
shop for their food, pick up medications and do basic errands. And
with no end in sight to the pandemic, many are carving out a social life
via Zoom, Skype and other technology as they grapple to stay connected with the outside world.
Even before the statewide shelterin-place health orders went into effect in mid-March, Don Levy, a
retired engineer who lives at The
Avant, saw his residential community on El Camino Way in Palo Alto
institute a ban on visitors.
Residents who used to congregate now “self-isolate,” he said. They
used to meet in the lobby to read the
newspaper. Now they do so alone,
scattered throughout the facility.
And the communal lunch time has
been staggered to ensure that diners
can remain at a safe distance from
each other.
Things are different now, the

Eric Woodman hands a bouquet of red carnations to his wife, Marty, who lives at Silver Oaks Memory Care in Menlo Park. Before the
coronavirus crisis forced the facility to close its doors to visitors, Woodman had been visiting his wife twice every day. After the shutdown,
he had to stay outdoors behind a fence to see her. Photos by Magali Gauthier.

84-year-old said.
“It makes things harder in some
ways, but the people here understand why this was done,” Levy said.
The pandemic has forced living
facilities throughout the area to rethink how they deliver services.
At Channing House, a community of 250 seniors on Webster Street
in downtown Palo Alto, staff hold

Dick Hansen participates in a cardiac fitness class taught by Katie Renati in his living room
in Menlo Park.

regular meetings to discuss the latest guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
local health departments and then
adjust facility operations accordingly, Channing House CEO Rhonda
Bekkendahl said.
These days, vendors, contractors
and family members of residents
aren’t allowed in the building (with
limited exceptions for hospice care).
Guests are limited to special visitation stations in front of the building
or a visitation “cube” structure for
family visits.
All gatherings have been canceled.
And temperatures of all residents
and staff are checked when they
leave the building and come back,
Bekkendahl said. Anyone showing any kind of symptoms would be
asked to self-isolate in their apartments, she said. In addition, all staff
and residents are tested for COVID-19 on a monthly basis.
Given the imperative of keeping
residents indoors, Channing House
has pivoted its fitness and wellness
classes online. Bekkendahl also
pointed to several other programs

offered by senior-service organizations Avenidas and Covia, with residents participating in groups online
or over the phone.
Thomas Fiene, who heads the
residents association at Channing
House, said that before the shelterin-place orders, residents had rallied
to help staff, which had begun to diminish as people were taking sick
days or staying home to take care
of their children in the aftermath of
school closures.
Since the orders went into effect,
residents have been largely confined
to their rooms, aside from occasional walks and trips to get food. Now,
with some at-risk residents completely isolated, neighbors have taken to Skype and FaceTime to check
in on one another.
“We have a tech squad that is on
call every day to help with technology,” said Fiene, 85. “These guys
are all frustrated retired engineers.
They love to do that. We are slowly
entering the electronic world to help
communicate with each other.”
Continued on page 26
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SENIORS
Continued from page 25

Each floor of Channing House also
now has a representative or two who
make contact with residents who
are living alone or who have medical conditions that make them particularly vulnerable, Fiene said. Despite the new restrictions, he said,
residents have a “very high level of
confidence” in the Channing House
administration.
At the Villa Siena Senior Living
Community in Mountain View,
it’s been a challenge to keep seniors healthy and protected from
the coronavirus while avoiding the
negative mental health impacts that
come from isolation, according to
Executive Director Corine Bernard.
As a way to offer social interaction, staff members started an afternoon coffee cart service to provide
residents one-on-one visits. Phone
calls and FaceTime chats with family members and friends are encouraged, she said, and staff members
provide tech support to those who
need it.
While the residents of retirement
communities have staff looking out
for them, the shifting conditions can
pose extreme challenges for seniors
who are aging at home, particularly
those who already have health problems and are socially isolated.

‘It’s not that I’m just
delivering this food.
There’s an intimacy
and a social bond
that’s there.’
—SUNITA DE TOURREIL,
PALO ALTO RESIDENT

It doesn’t help that senior centers,
including those operated by the
nonprofit Avenidas and the city of
Mountain View, have had to temporarily shut their doors.
In June, Avenidas pivoted its programming to a new virtual and contactless service model to provide as
many existing and new services and
programs as possible until its physical buildings can safely reopen.
“Due to COVID-19, our operations
drastically changed, and this new
reality is likely to continue for the
foreseeable future,” Avenidas CEO
and President Amy Andonian said.
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Dick Hansen, left, and Dave Eckert exercise during a virtual cardiac fitness class in their living room in Menlo Park.

Andonian said Avenidas staff
members will continue to work remotely Monday through Friday
to help seniors, their families and
caregivers as everyone navigates the
health crisis.
Since the shutdown, the organization has switched from providing on-site and in-person services
to delivering groceries, supplies and
medicine to those in need, fielding a
hotline and calling seniors to check
in with them as needed. The group
also has transitioned many on-site
classes to Zoom and has launched
virtual support groups.
At the nonprofit’s Rose Kleiner site
in Mountain View, Director Kristina Lugo said staff is managing
participants’ health through phone
calls and physically distanced visits.
Jewish Family and Children’s Services (JFCS), which provides services to seniors living at home, also had
to cancel its social programs, said
Sue Tenerowicz, the organization’s
interim marketing director. But it
has also seen a big surge in requests
from seniors who are not going out
and need someone to come in and
help them.
“Most of our clients are living alone
and are requiring some assistance,”
Tenerowicz said. “What is hard for
many of them is that they are at such
a high risk that they’re afraid to go
out, and they don’t have any independence whatsoever.”

Eric Woodman holds a sign from behind a fence at Silver Oaks Memory Care while he
greets his wife, Marty, for the first time in a month after the March shelter-in-place order
prohibited him from visiting her.

The nonprofit’s caregivers are
trained and briefed on precautionary measures for the coronavirus,
she said. Volunteers call vulnerable
residents and talk to them. And social workers help senior clients perform routine but critical tasks, like
buying groceries and getting to their
doctor’s appointments.
Tenerowicz said the staff of her organization, like many, now works
remotely, but her team is committed
to continuing to provide services.
“It’s a constant fire drill. But this is
what we do. ... This is when we pull
together and we do it, because this is

when our services are needed more
than ever,” she said.
Tenerowicz said one of the things
people can do to help is reach out to
their neighbors.
“Keep your distance and do all that
— but you can knock on a door and
talk to a senior through the door,
ask ‘Are you OK?’ and say ‘I’ll check
on you tonight.’ At this time, we all
need to do that,” Tenerowicz said.
Many neighbors are doing exactly
that. Sunita de Tourreil, a downtown
Palo Alto resident, reached out to
several neighbors who are elderly or
immunocompromised and offered

SENIORS
Top right: Palo
Alto resident
Sunita de
Tourreil looks
over a list of
food and other
items that she
is picking up for
elderly friends
who are too
vulnerable to
shop in public.
Bottom right:
Dianne Jenett,
72, smiles
at Sunita de
Tourreil after
she brings her a
bag of groceries
from Whole
Foods Market in
downtown Palo
Alto during the
first week of the
shelter-in-place
orders.

to shop for them. De Tourreil has
seven neighbors whom she helps
out, including a group of women —
three in their 70s and one in her 80s
— who share an apartment.
At first, people were reluctant to
take her up on her offer. Eventually,
they reached out and accepted it.
“I think this is what needs to happen,” said de Tourreil, who has a
background in microbiology. She
follows a strict regimen to make
sure the groceries don’t get contaminated and that she doesn’t get
too close to neighbors who may be
vulnerable.
“It’s not that I’m just delivering
this food. There’s an intimacy and
a social bond that’s there,” she said.
Joy Zhang, founder of Mon Ami, a
Palo Alto-based nonprofit that provides companionship to seniors by
pairing them with volunteers, has
set up a phone bank to allow anyone around the world to volunteer
to make calls to socially isolated seniors. Prior to the crisis, when Mon
Ami offered room visits, the nonprofit served close to 500 families,
about 20% in Palo Alto. After the
shelter-in-place orders, it expanded
the program to make it available to
anyone across the country. Though
the phone bank is new, 50 people
signed up to be volunteers and Mon
Ami’s capacity exceeded the demand within the first weeks of the
program, Zhang said.
Before, the volunteers were mostly college students. Now, there are
different kinds of people, including San Francisco programmers
who are working remotely and have
more time to make calls.

Seniors
HOW TO GIVE
JFCS Community Emergency
Fund
Jewish Family and Children’s Services
(JFCS), which provides services to
seniors living at home, has seen a big
surge in requests from seniors who
are not going out and need someone
to come in and help them. The
nonprofit has launched a community
fund to provide emergency food,
financial assistance, home health care
and teletherapy services to those who
have been impacted by this crisis.

• jfcs.org
HOW TO HELP
Mon Ami phone bank
Founded by Joy Zhang, Mon Ami
is a Palo Alto-based nonprofit that
provides companionship to seniors by
pairing them with volunteers. During
the pandemic, the organization has
set up a phone bank to allow anyone
around the world to volunteer to
make calls to socially isolated seniors.

• 650-289-5400 / monami.io
HOW TO GET HELP
Avenidas Door-to-Door
Services
Avenidas has launched a new
Door-to-Door Services program
that includes free home delivery of
essentials such as groceries, toiletries,
prescriptions and personal protective
equipment; check-in phone calls; and
library pickup and drop-off services.

• 650-289-5411 / avenidas.org
See full list of senior resources in the
Info Resource Guide on page 39.

Results can be profound. Nora Kusaka Herrero, a 26-year-old with a
full-time job at a civil engineering
firm, switched from providing inperson companionship to volunteering by phone with Mon Ami.
One of the women with whom she
chats is in her 80s.
“She was telling me that she had
lived through the Great Depression
and World War II,” said Herrero,
who like many others is now working remotely. “This is just one more
thing in the book.”
Robin Wedell, a registered nurse
and director of the cardiac-wellness program HeartFit for Life,
which provides medically supervised exercise to a roster of older and medically fragile clients at
Cubberley Community Center,
said the new normal has pros and
cons, but in any case, the postpandemic future will not look the
same as the pre-pandemic past.
Wedell embraced a telemedicine

program that now allows her to
enroll new heart patients to the
HeartFit program remotely from
anywhere in the world while the
Cubberley gym is closed during the
pandemic. Even when she’s able to
reopen the gym safely, Wedell plans
to extend the remote option to people who prefer it.
“I had always wanted to offer a
hybrid approach because there are
some people who can’t do the brick
and mortar,” she said. “Now our
hand was forced (by COVID-19).
Ultimately it will be great because
I’ll have a full menu to offer, and if
people want to do it remotely, they
can.”
Longtime HeartFit member Dave
Eckert, who lives in Menlo Park,
said he loves the convenience of exercising from home.
“I love getting up and walking to
the living room and doing Zoom
— and not having to get in my car
and drive through downtown-Palo

Alto-morning-rush-hour traffic to
get to Cubberley,” Eckert said.
The convenience has led Eckert,
63, to boost his HeartFit participation from three to five times per
week.
Zoom cannot compensate for the
missed benefits of in-person classes,
said Palo Alto resident Carl Thomsen, who sorely misses the camaraderie of the gym experience.
“It’s definitely much better to be
in class because one of the benefits
is that you chat with other people
while you’re biking,” said Thomsen,
a retired CFO and 20-year HeartFit
member. “It’s a social benefit as well
as an exercise benefit.”
The Zoom social life will never compare to the real thing, he
added.
— Information compiled from
Embarcadero Media stories written by
Gennady Sheyner, Kate Bradshaw,
Chris Kenrick and Linda Taaffe.
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Programs

Avenidas

Village

Supporting people as they
age-in-place!
•
•
•
•
•
•

24/7 Phone Support
Pre-screened Vendors & Discounts
Transportation Assistance
Daily Social Phone Call (if desired)
Legal 411 & Med-Pal Programs
Members-Only Outings & Events

Avenidas

Learning & Leisure
Offering opportunities for
personal growth & development!
Brain Fitness
• Art, Music & Writing
• Current Events & Lectures
• Foreign Languages & Drama
• Games & Clubs
• Improv & Wine Tasting
•

Avenidas

Care Partners

Guiding people through
life’s transitions!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Avenidas@450 Bryant: 450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301
Avenidas@Cubberley: 4000 Middlefield Rd, Bldg B, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center: 270 Escuela Ave, Mountain View, CA 94040
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Elder Care Consultations
Case Management
Individual & Family Counseling
Family Caregiver Support Groups
Information & Referral Services
Community Presentations

avenidas.org
(650) 289-5400

Avenidas

Avenidas

Rose Kleiner Center

Volunteer Corps

Caring for clients in safe,
nurturing day program!

Putting your time and
talent to work!

Daily Nursing & Health Monitoring
• Group Exercise
• Nutritious Lunches & Snacks
• OT, PT & Speech Therapy
• Transportation
• Stimulating & Fun Activities
•

Early Literacy tutors (ELP)
Provide Rides
• Help with Office Projects
• Do Blood Pressure Screens
• Assist at Conferences & Special Events
• Lead a Class or Activity

•
•

Avenidas

Avenidas

Door to Door

Health & Wellness
Keeping adults informed
and active!

Helping you with all your
transportation needs!

Fitness Classes
Health Lectures & Screenings
• Therapeutic Nail Care
• Medical Equipment Loan Closet
• Massage & Acupuncture
• Meditation & Reiki
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Avenidas

Avenidas

Rainbow Collective

Chinese Community Center
Exploring cultures, customs
and languages!

Delivering services needed
by LGBTQ Seniors!

Activities in both English
& Mandarin
• Tai Chi & Dance Classes
• Mah Jong, Ping Pong & Karaoke
• Calligraphy & Brush Painting
• Cultural & Diversity Celebrations

Socialization
• Caregiving
• Cultural Competency
• Housing
• Legal & Financial
• Health & Wellness

•

•
•

Explore Tech Lectures
Virtual Reality Tours & Safaris

Rides to Medical Appointments
Weekly Grocery Shopping Trips
Errand Running or Meeting Friends
Caregivers Ride for Free
Reliable Service at a Low Cost
Gets You There Safely and On-Time

Tech Advising Sessions
• Apple TV
•

•

•
•

Nintendo Switch & PlayStation 4
Use Our Wi-Fi, Tablets, & Computers

Avenidas is still serving seniors remotely while our offices are closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Please call us at (650) 289-5400 for assistance and information.
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COMMUNITY

Meet
people helping
their Midpeninsula neighbors
during the pandemic
From welfare checks to food and rent relief,
their actions are reaching beyond the most vulnerable

W

hile the coronavirus has forced much of the community to
hunker down at home for most of 2020, its arrival also has
inspired some to go out of their way to take care of their neighbors.
From launching food delivery programs and a rent relief fund to
answering requests for random errands day or night, the actions
of these individuals have not only helped some of the most vulnerable residents in the community but have galvanized hundreds of
others to join their causes. People, who until recently may not have
even known their neighbors, are now knocking on their doors, offering to walk their dogs, delivering them food and going to the
grocery store for them. Here are four Midpeninsula residents who
have made a difference in their communities during the pandemic.

Howard Kushlan

Sarahi Espinoza Salamanca

entrepreneur

nonprofit founder and CEO

He formed a volunteer service corps

She created a rent relief program

Since early March, Howard Kushlan has spent his days — and
some evenings — helping neighbors during the pandemic as
part of a corps of volunteer residents that he unintentionally inspired to take action after sending a call out to those in need on
social media.
The Palo Alto resident knows
the best place to get eggs, where
to find Clorox wipes, who’s in
need of distilled water for their
sleep apnea machine, which
neighbor has a prescription
waiting to be picked up and just
about every shopping policy at
every food store in Palo Alto.
“I just put a post up saying,
‘I’m happy to do whatever you
need; if you need groceries, if
you need shopping, if you need
supplies, whatever,’” Kushlan
said. “And then it just sort of
caught on. Other people ran
with it, and it’s taken on a life
of its own.”
Within the first month of the
pandemic, Kushlan’s post inPhoto by Magali Gauthier
spired more than 200 residents
from well beyond his downtown neighborhood to join in and
volunteer to help vulnerable residents throughout the community. That number has held steady.
Through a Google Doc that he set up, people can add new requests for assistance or remove requests that have been fulfilled.
“It’s awesome. People just go in and get things done,” he said.
Over the months, he’s seen an increase in delivery requests from
seniors, most of whom have been living in isolation, he said.
“There’s a lot of uncertainty, and so many people are out there
that are scared and want help,” said Kushlan, who grew up in Palo
Alto and now runs Crux, a marketing and political consulting
firm.
Kushlan said one silver lining from this experience is that he’s
gotten to know his neighbors.
“In times like these, you have to step outside your comfort zone,
and that’s when people’s best is brought out,” he said.
— Linda Taaffe

East Palo Alto resident Sarahi Espinoza Salmanca has provided
hundreds of working-class families along the Midpeninsula with
rent relief since the start of May through a campaign she helped
launch after seeing the financial hardships created by the pandemic in her community.
Within one week of launching #FirstOfTheMonth Fund in April,
Salamanca’s campaign raised $1 million and helped 187 families
in East Palo Alto, Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Redwood City make
rent by the first of the month. The Fund has since raised more
than $2.2 million and has helped more than 300 families stay in
their homes.
“Growing up here, we were always
supported by others, and now it’s
my turn to give back,” said Salamanca, CEO and founder of the
nonprofit DREAMers RoadMap,
which she launched in 2014 to help
connect undocumented students to
college scholarships.
Salamanca said after she noticed
that low-income families, people of
color and undocumented residents
in her community were being disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic, she teamed up with lo- Courtesy Sarahi Espinoza Salamanca
cal nonprofits Kafenia Peace Collective and Live in Peace to vet families in their networks and see
who was in jeopardy of losing their homes.
Together, the three nonprofits find recipients in the community
who need immediate rent relief and provide them funding within
48 hours.
Salamanca has received support from more than 600 donors —
the majority of whom live in the community and want to make sure
that their neighbors can remain there. In May, the fund received a
boost when an anonymous donor agreed to match Individual donations under $1,000.
Salamanca said there is no stop date for the fund.
Until the job market bounces back, she anticipates that it will require more than $9 million to help stabilize the hundreds of families the network has identified as needing assistance.
Many of the families helped by the campaign live paycheck to
paycheck and will not be able to afford past due rent payments
when rent moratoriums are lifted, she added.
— Linda Taaffe
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Maria Gregorio

Community

IT professional
HOW TO GIVE

She started a food exchange program
It started with a box of cherries. Maria Gregorio, a Palo
Alto resident and Stanford University IT professional,
saw a Nextdoor post in May from a neighbor organizing a
group buy of farm-fresh cherries. She eagerly bought a box
and was chagrined when the neighbor didn’t continue the
following week. The person connected her with the farmer, so she put her own Nextdoor post up, asking if anyone
wanted to buy cherries in bulk with her. The response was
“astronomical,” she said.
What started as an informal neighborhood purchase of
cherries has since evolved into a streamlined weekly pickup operation of fresh fruits and vegetables from multiple
farms. It’s a virtuous cycle: Farms that are struggling to
make up for lost revenue due to the coronavirus shutdown
can sell in bulk directly to customers, while local residents
get direct access to high-quality, organic produce.
Because the orders are made in bulk, the farms are able
to offer a discount, so Gregorio donates the proceeds to
local nonprofits, to fund meals for front-line workers and
to a coworker’s fundraising effort to provide 3D-printed
face shields to health care providers. Unclaimed orders go
to local homeless shelters and care homes for the elderly.
Within the first two months, Gregorio estimated that she
had already donated more than $5,000 through the effort,
dubbed Giving Fruits.

Donate funds for rent
relief

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Every week, Gregorio posts what’s available from the
farms, then people place their orders online and pick up
their orders on Friday evening at a contactless drive-thru
outside Rinconada Library in Palo Alto. For anyone who’s
elderly or immuno-compromised, Gregorio finds volunteers to deliver their orders.
As word about Giving Fruits has spread, it’s become a
more involved, volunteer-run effort. Gregorio’s teenage
sons have taken over much of the daily operations. Giving Fruits has expanded to other cities as well, including
Portola Valley.
Because the farms sell in bulk, Gregorio said she’s seen
small communities form around picking up the produce
— groups of neighbors or friends who decide to purchase
boxes together and split up the fruits and vegetables.
— Elena Kadvany

• liveinpeace.org
Buy farm-fresh produce
Purchase fruits and vegetable
through Giving Fruits, a weekly
food exchange coordinated
by Palo Alto resident Maria
Gregorio that purchases
produce in bulk to help
struggling farmers and uses
proceeds raised through
individual orders to benefit
various local nonprofits.

• givingfruits.org
HOW TO HELP
Run an errand
Palo Alto resident Howard
Kushlan is helping connect
neighbors who are available
to run errands with those
who need help with grocery
shopping, prescription pickups
and other essential tasks while
sheltering at home during the
pandemic.

David Cope
high school student
He launched a grocery
delivery program for seniors
When the coronavirus crisis caused Bay Area schools to
close in mid-March, Menlo-Atherton High School student David Cope found himself with little to do outside of
his school work from a computer at home.
As summer vacation approached, the 17-year-old decided he needed to do something bigger.
“I felt bad because during this crisis I’ve only been doing
schoolwork, and haven’t had to deal with any issues firsthand,” he said. “And there are a lot of people really struggling right now with the coronavirus.”
He came across a Forbes article about an organization in
which high schoolers like him were delivering groceries to
their high-risk neighbors.
The organization is called Zoomers to Boomers — a reference to the generations across which the food is delivered: Generation Z, or “Zoomers” (born between 1995
and 2010) to Baby Boomers (born between 1946 and
1964).
Much like grocery delivery apps such as Instacart, people order online and teen volunteers deliver the groceries. But unlike the commercial apps, Zoomers to Boomers
charges no delivery fee.
“I felt like Zoomers to Boomers would be a good opportunity to give back,” Cope said.
He reached out to the organization’s founder, 17-year-old

East Palo Alto resident Sarahi
Espinoza Salmanca created the
#FirstOfTheMonth campaign
to raise rent relief funds
for hundreds of workingclass families along the
Midpeninsula facing financial
hardships created by the
pandemic.

• To find out how to help,

contact Kushlan at howard@
tothecrux.com; or check
the Help Map feature on
Nextdoor.com to request
or find assistance in your
neighborhood.

HOW TO GET HELP
Zoomers to Boomers
Photo by Magali Gauthier

Danny Goldberg of Santa Barbara, who helped him set up
a branch serving Menlo Park and Atherton. Cope enlisted six of his friends from Menlo-Atherton High School to
join, and the group launched its local branch on May 26.
Cope said that Menlo Park and Atherton residents can
enter their grocery store orders on the organization’s website, and they will deliver from any local store. Groceries
are delivered within 48 hours.
Cope’s local chapter of Zoomers to Boomers is just one
part of a nationwide organization that has expanded
quickly since March. The program had spread to 36 cities
nationwide as of August.
— Tyler Callister

Seniors living in the Menlo
Park-Atherton area who want
to limit their public contact
during the pandemic, can order
groceries online and have them
delivered for free through the
Zoomers to Boomers program
that high school student David
Cope launched in the area.
Volunteers from local high
schools will pick up orders
and delivery them to seniors’
homes.

• zoomerstoboomers.com
See full list of community
assistance programs in the Info
Resource Guide on page 46.
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Jaimi Haydel watches her son Davis, 3, look through some stamps in the indoor kindergarten craft space she has created in a storage room in her Atherton home. Photos by Magali Gauthier.

With campuses shut down,
parents reinvent the classroom
FAMILIES CREATE HOME-SCHOOL BUBBLES AS ALTERNATIVE TO REMOTE LEARNING

J

aimi Haydel has transformed her Atherton backyard into an outdoor kindergarten classroom.
She installed sun shades, ordered
a second picnic table and created a
“mud kitchen” for hands-on, messy
learning for her 5-year-old son and
five other kindergarten students
whose parents have formed a pod
together for the entire school year.
One parent happens to be a credentialed teacher, so she’ll be in
charge of academics — and paid
for it — while Haydel has taken
on the role of school administrator, developing safety protocols
(all of the families have agreed to

temperature checks and ongoing
coronavirus testing), a daily schedule and fee structure, all of which
she’s reviewed with a lawyer.
In September, the six kindergarteners began attending the backyard school on weekday afternoons.
For half of the children in the pod,
including Haydel’s son, their parents have committed to this as their
sole education for the entire year
— even if their schools reopen in
person.
“With all the uncertainty going on
right now, I wanted to make a decision and be done with it. I also wanted to be able to communicate that
to my child: ‘This is what we’re doing this year,’” Haydel said. “I can’t

guarantee it’s going to be perfect or
smooth but I’m not really worried
about that. I want him to feel safe
and I want there to be some predictability. I need that for myself, too.”
Haydel is among a booming number of parents forming a separate
but parallel educational experience
on the Peninsula: learning pods,
or small groups of students meeting in person for private instruction or supervision. Some parents
are doing so out of frustration with
the quality of their school’s distance learning, hiring teachers for
as much as $250 an hour and creating their own at-home schooling,
while others are working parents
desperate for shared child care or

safe social activities while schools
remain closed.
Locally, the world of pandemic
pods has exploded in recent weeks.
Tutoring companies that saw business drop off during the shutdown
are getting flooded with requests.
One local Facebook group devoted
to linking up parents and teachers
has grown to nearly 2,500 members
who share resources, tips and connections for pods. The page reads
like an educational match-making
service, with posts like “looking for
imaginative kids, and families who
are very careful about COVID.”
Since April, Haydel has devoted
Continued on page 34
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extensive time to researching homeschooling curriculum, reading parenting articles, drafting documents and
getting legal advice on forming a pod
at her home. Her youngest son was set
to start kindergarten at Encinal School
in Atherton in the fall and, seeing writing on the wall with the pandemic, she
started preparing for the likelihood
that he wouldn’t be doing so in person.
Haydel found a group of like-minded parents from her son’s cooperative
nursery school, who all agreed to extensive safety precautions and to limit
thir children’s activities outside of the
pod to minimize exposure.
“Not all parents want to be educators
and I think that’s fair,” Haydel said.
“They’re looking for creative ways to
get those needs met.”
The success of a pod depends on finding the right parents to team up with
and setting clear expectations, said San
Carlos mother Sophie Zugoni, who
created separate pods for each of her
children, a first-grader who attends
school in San Carlos and a third-grader who goes to school in Redwood City.
As a working parent, she sought out
pods for both education and child care.
“If you gather a random group of four
parents to design, and build a car, it
will take a long time, as everyone has
their own preference, and if the differences are too wide, you will never have
a car,” Zugoni wrote in a lengthy Medium post, “7 Steps to Create a Pod in
10 Days,” documenting her pod experience. “Say once built, it turns out to be a
Toyota Prius. You will attract folks who
are, for example, budget and environmentally conscious. Those who need a
fancy Lexus do not need to join.”
Zugoni eventually found families
who agreed on how to structure the
pod, including location, budget, academics and tolerance of coronavirus
risks. They hired a retired teacher for
instruction in the mornings and are
taking turns watching the kids in the
afternoons.
“In a way, we feel so privileged. We’re
getting a teacher ratio for four kids,”
Zugoni said. “But we’re forced to be put
into this situation. We’d rather go to
school. For a lot of us, we don’t want to
be in this situation, but we feel like we
have no other choice.”

A kindergarten buddy

Jaimi Haydel turned the backyard of her Atherton home into an outdoor kindergarten classroom for her 5-year-old son, Davis,
right, and five other kindergarten students whose parents have formed a pod together for the entire school year.
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Bridget Stolee, whose daughter attends Escondido Elementary School
in Palo Alto, also recently formed a
pod with one other family. Stolee and
her husband work full time — she’s a
Continued on page 36
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psychotherapist and he’s a chemical
engineer — so they were looking for
help with Zoom supervision as well
as socialization.
They tested it out a few days during
the first week of school, with the two
kindergarteners sitting side by side
during online classes, sharing crayons and running into the backyard
for “recess.” At some points, the kids
seemed more engaged in the online
learning together, Stolee said, and at
others were distracted by each other.
Stolee and her husband are trading
off supervising the girls in alternating shifts; she sits with them from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and then her husband takes over so she can work, and
they continue throughout the day.
(She’s hopeful the other parents will
soon share in the supervision.)
“Literally hour by hour every day,
we have to schedule who is sitting
and supervising. Sometimes I’m
working on paperwork or billing
for my practice. Sometimes my husband is doing his work and sitting
next to her. At the moment,” Stolee
said, “it’s total chaos.”
For Stolee, forming a pod feels like
a Band-Aid solution — a way to get
through the virtual school day with
some semblance of engagement for
her daughter and sanity for her and
her husband.
“This doesn’t feel like a sustainable
thing to do for a year. But I guess I
thought that when we started this
pandemic ... and now we’re six
months in,” she said. “I think this is
all about pushing and survival. Everyone is emotionally at our wits’
end.”

Questions about equity
Depending on its structure, creating a pod can be an extensive — and
expensive — undertaking. One parent likened it to forming an entire
school with human resources and
accounting departments.
The families in Haydel’s pod, for
example, have agreed to pay about
$135 per week to fund the teacher,
who’s being paid as an independent
contractor with bonuses, time off
and sick leave, and to contribute to a
pool for school supplies and snacks.
(They have offered that any family who can’t afford the fee doesn’t
have to pay it, no questions asked.)
They created a school calendar for
the year with extra time off after
Thanksgiving in case families travel for the holidays and need time to
36 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

Students & Learning
HOW TO GIVE
Donations for books

Jaimi Haydel’s son works on an art project in the indoor craft space she created in a storage
room at her Atherton home. Photos by Magali Gauthier.

quarantine.
They’ve all agreed to strict health
and safety protocols, including
temperature checks, periodic coronavirus testing for the families and
a requirement that any child with
coronavirus-like symptoms must be
cleared by a doctor before coming
back to the pod. To further limit potential exposure, they only allowed
children who aren’t participating
in any other in-person group program — and whose siblings aren’t
as well — which greatly narrowed
down the number of kids who could
participate.
Families using private resources to
supplement or even replace online
learning have been hotly criticized
for deepening socioeconomic and
racial inequities. Some local parents
have made efforts to include a lowincome or minority student in their
pods, which critics say doesn’t address the root issues.
“If we’re going to create more diverse, inclusive, equitable pods then
we are going to have to do it outside
of our immediate network because
we have created communities that
are segregated,” said Angie Evans,
a Palo Alto parent and community organizer who has been offering
free Zoom calls on pods and equity. “We’re not going to be judged by
how my middle class white kid does
in the pandemic. We are going to be
judged in Palo Alto by how we allow
kids who are Tinsley students to do
in the pandemic — and we should
be.” (The Tinsley or Voluntary
Transfer Program allows students
who live in East Palo Alto to attend
Palo Alto public schools.)
Evans started hosting the Zoom
calls after noticing that no East
Palo Alto parents were participating in Partner Pods, the popular

Facebook group and website for
creating local pods.
Zugoni said she understands why
some people take issue with the idea
of pods as fueling inequities and
urged parents forming pods to reach
outside their social circles and to
consider including students in need
at no cost. South Bay Educational
Support, a new Palo Alto tutoring
business started by a Palo Alto High
School graduate taking a gap year
and other college students, is going
to start allowing families to sponsor
students who can’t afford to hire a
private tutor.
Danna Nashaat, a Palo Alto parent
who founded Partner Pods, said she
encourages conversations about equity in the group, including sharing
lesson plans and resources on diversity. But she doesn’t think it’s fair to
castigate pandemic pods for deeprooted educational inequities.
“The pods in general are not that
much different than what was going
on before, if you think about it. Everybody is in their own neighborhood.
Everybody is in their own grade. You
might get a sprinkling of other children from other neighborhoods but
in general this is the way that the public school district and to some extent
private schools have been formed,”
she said. “This is the norm.”
Zugoni also urged compassion for
all families finding their own way
through the stress and weight of a
radically different school experience.
“We’re put in this situation that nobody expected, this unprecedented pandemic,” she said. “My ask is
that people don’t judge one another
but really to be empathetic to everybody’s situation. People have different needs.”
—Elena Kadvany

In an effort to prevent learning
loss among children, Access
Books Bay Area is working
closely with local school districts
to distribute books to at-risk
students while libraries and
school campuses are closed
during the pandemic. The
nonprofit distributes books to
kids in need throughout the
Peninsula and is accepting
donations to help grow its
permanent collection. All
donations will be used to
purchase new, hardcover books.
accessbooksbayarea.org

•

HOW TO HELP
Volunteer tutoring
All Students Matter is looking to
expand its 200-plus volunteer
corp this school year. The Menlo
Park nonprofit has launched a
new virtual tutoring program to
support teachers and students in
Ravenswood City School District
during the pandemic. Volunteers
are needed to help tutor students
during and after regular school
Zoom hours. For the first time, All
Students Matter will be matching
tutors with middle school
students to provide one-on-one
virtual tutoring and mentoring
throughout the school year.
ASM’s programs focus on building
literacy and writing skills.
Allstudentsmatter.org

•

HOW TO FIND HELP
Student mentoring
Beyond the Book, founded by
a group of high school-aged
students at Castilleja School,
helps children in grades K-8 with
free one-on-one online studying
and mentorship sessions that last
30 minutes. The group covers
subjects such as reading, math,
language, special projects and
creativity. Children are matched
with high schoolers based
on their grade, subject and
availability.
beyond-thebook.com

•

Home-school resources
Parents looking for information
about how to create their own
education pods or connect with
others who have launched pods,
can find a comprehensive list of
resources through Partner Pods.
Founded by Palo Alto parent
Danna Nashaat, the nonprofit
helps parents connect, share
lesson plans, exchange ideas and
access resources.
Partnerpods.org

•

See full list of education
resources in the Info Resource
Guide on page 43.
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ASSISTED LIVING – MEMORY CARE & DEMENTIA

Experience Expert Care
We are committed to the safety and well being of our residents.
Our staff is available now to assist with valuable resources.

s.a.f.e. T O G E T H E R
Please contact us today and discover how our resources can help you
and those you are caring for.
Offering Virtual Tours daily from the comfort of your home!

Memory Care Resources
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INFO RESOURCE DIREC TORY

O

ur annual Info Resource Directory aims to connect
Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside and Portola
Valley residents with local community resources. This
comprehensive guide includes information about the
area's parks, government, schools, youth programs

SENIORS
Activities, resources and services located
in Menlo Park, unless otherwise noted.
Services and hours may change due to
COVID-19 health restrictions.

COVID-19 INFORMATION &
EMERGENCY RESOURCES

and arts, as well as services for seniors and those in
need. This year's curated lists include emergency
resources and information related to COVID-19 and
emphasize ways residents can give and get support in
the community during the pandemic.

Meal delivery

• Meals on Wheels is delivering meals to
seniors in San Mateo County.
• penvol.org/mealsonwheels
SENIOR HOUSING
Channing House
850 Webster St., Palo Alto

• Seniors can access the latest information

• Independent-living, assisted-living,
skilled nursing
• 650-327-0950 / channinghouse.org

•

• Facilities with a family atmosphere

State hotline for seniors

about the coronavirus pandemic and
services available to them.
833-544-2374

Avenidas Door-to-Door Services

Gordon Manor/Hopkins Manor
1616 Gordon St., Redwood City

• Avenidas has launched a new Door-to-

•

Door Services program that includes
free home delivery of essentials such
as groceries, toiletries, prescriptions
and personal protective equipment;
check-in phone calls; and library pickup
and drop-off services.
650-289-5411 / avenidas.org

Pony Express home delivery

•

•

A group of Stanford University students
has launched Pony Express, a website
designed to help residents coordinate
shopping trips for food and other
essential items that can be picked up
and delivered to vulnerable neighbors,
including seniors, who are placed on a
priority list.
ponyexps.com

Avenidas Friendship Line

•
•

Free service that seniors can call for
information, resources, support or just
a friendly voice.
650-289-5400

COVID Networks

• A free online service that connects

•

at-risk seniors, who may be living in
isolation during the quarantine, to
high school volunteers for one-on-one
online video chats. The program also
connects seniors to activities such as
interactive yoga, meditation sessions
and music performances.
covidnetworks.org

Amora, caregiver support

• Developed through a Stanford

•

University COVID-19 grant, Amora
helps people caring for aging parents
who are unable to see them in person
by pairing families virtually with a
geriatric care coach to navigate tough
decisions such as living arrangements,
Medicare and making a proactive plan.
withamora.com

Takeout meals

•

•

d-living,
• Independent-living, assisted-living,

•

pport;
skilled nursing, memory support;
62 and older
650-853-5000 (main office) /
viliving.com

Webster House
401 Webster St., Palo Alto

SENIOR CENTERS
Avenidas
450 Bryant St., Palo Alto

• Recreation classes, health and wellness
services, support groups. During
the pandemic, Avenidas is offering
a variety of virtual activities and
classes and door-to-door services (See
COVID-19 Information & Emergency
Resources above).
650-289-5400 (general); 650-289-5411
(Door-to-Door Services) / avenidas.org

• Condominium complex; 55 and older
• 650-463-1400 / thehamilton.net

•

Lytton Gardens Senior
Communities
649 University Ave.; 656 Lytton Ave.;
330 Everett Ave., Palo Alto

East Palo Alto Senior Center Inc.
560 Bell St., East Palo Alto

• Assisted-living, independent-living;
62 or older
• 650-617-7373 / covia.org/affordablehousing/lytton-gardens

Moldaw Family Residences
899 E. Charleston Road, Palo Alto

• Independent-living, assisted-living,
•

• Free activities include games, language
•

• City facility provides programming

Palo Alto Commons
4075 El Camino Way, Palo Alto

Crane Place and PartridgeKennedy Apartments (Peninsula
Volunteers, Inc.)
800 Middle Ave.

•

• Peninsula Volunteers’ Little House

and adults with disabilities; subsidized
housing for those with low to moderate
income
650-326-0665 / penvol.org/
seniorhousing

The Sequoias Portola Valley
501 Portola Road, Portola Valley

•

•

Variety of apartment options, with
assisted living and memory care; skilled
nursing available at on-site health
center; activities and programs: a fitness
center, swimming pool, full-service
dining and buffet, housekeeping, linen
service, studios and a library
650-851-1501 / thesequoiaspv.org

focused on health, recreation and
education for older adults. Services
also include nutritious hot meals,
low-cost transportation to the center,
HICAP and tax assistance, and free
monthly health screenings. Second
Harvest Food Bank brown bags offered
weekly.
650-330-2280 /
menlopark.org/227/Senior-services

Little House Activity Center
800 Middle Ave.

• Two apartment buildings for seniors
•

study fitness exercises, dancing, tai-chi
classes, music appreciation. Breakfast
and brown-bag meal service.
650-329-5900 / epasci.org

Menlo Park Senior Center
110 Terminal Ave.

skilled nursing, memory support;
62 or older
650-433-3600 / moldaw.org

• Independent-living, assisted-living,
memory care; 60 or older
• 650-433-9362 / paloaltocommons.com

Seniors clap and cheer from their balconies
to thank Channing House employees for their
work during the pandemic. Photo by Magali
Gauthier.

• Independent-living, assisted-living;
65 and older
• 650-327-4333 / covia.org/webster-house

The Hamilton
555 Byron St., Palo Alto

• LIttle House Activity Center is offering

“Grab and Go” prepackaged meals
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Wednesday and Fridays at the Little
House Cafe at 800 Middle Ave.
650-272-5000 / penvol.org/littlehouse

that help to transition individuals
into assisted living; Alzheimer’s and
dementia care; short-term respite care
and hospice care available
650-542-0578 / justlikefamily.com

Vi at Palo Alto
o
600 Sand Hill Road, Palo Alto

•

is a multipurpose activity center
that offers classes in arts and crafts,
languages, health and wellness, fitness,
computer use and on cultural topics.
Advice and consultation provided
for older adults aiming to continue
living independently. Now offering
online classes and “Grab and Go”
prepackaged lunches.
650-326-2025 / penvol.org/littlehouse

DOOR-TO-DOOR
TRANSPORTATION
Peninsula Volunteers Lyft
program

• Peninsula Volunteers will arrange

•

appointments, grocery stores and
pharmacies in designated zones along
the Midpeninsula for a flat fee; Pickup
service from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. MondayFriday; advance registration required.
Transportation to and from Little
House Activity Center temporarily
suspended during the pandemic.
650-272-5040

RESOURCES
Avenidas Village
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

• Avenidas Village is a membership

program that allows people to stay
in their homes while having access
to the services they need. Benefits
include prompt concierge-style
support, transportation assistance,
daily social calls (if wanted), a network
of vendors and discounts, social
gatherings, cultural outings, medical
advocacy and legal assistance.

• 650-289-5400 / avenidas.org/village
Institute on Aging Peninsula
881 Fremont Ave., Suite. A2, Los Altos

• Nonprofit licensed home health

agency offering home care,
personal care, care management
and consultation. Offers specialized
dementia and Alzheimer’s care.

• 650-424-1411 / ioaging.org
Peninsula Volunteers Inc.
800 Middle Ave.

• A nonprofit organization promoting

welfare of seniors. Major programs
and facilities include Little House
Activity Center, Meals on Wheels,
Crane Place and Partridge/Kennedy
Apartments and Rosener House Adult
Day Services.

• 650-326-0665 / penvol.org
Rosener House Adult Day Services
500 Arbor Road

• Operated by Peninsula Volunteers,

the facility supplies structured activity
programs for adults with Alzheimer’s
disease and other functional or
cognitive impairments. The weekday
program assists participants through
health, social and support services.
Fees based on costs and families’
ability to pay

• 650-322-0126 /

penvol.org/rosenerhouse

Lyft rides to and from medical
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THE ARTS
Facilities located in Menlo Park, unless
otherwise noted. Programs and hours
may vary pending COVID-19 restrictions.
Many facilities are currently closed. Check
websites for status.

LITERARY ARTS
Books Inc.
Palo Alto, Mountain View

• Virtual book launches and author lecture
series
• booksinc.net

Museum of American Heritage
351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto

• Permanent and rotating exhibits
•

San Mateo County HIstory Museum
Former San Mateo County Courthouse,
200 Broadway, Redwood City

• Museum showcasing local history; Now

Kepler’s Literary Foundation

• Conversations, classes and seminars
•

will be presented online through the
foundation’s Refresh the Page program
until live events are permitted
keplers.org

GALLERIES
Bryant Street Gallery
532 Bryant St., Palo Alto

• American contemporary artists
• bryantstreet.com
Gallery House
320 S. California Ave. (Printers Cafe),
Palo Alto

•

•

Rotating exhibits by local member artists.
Now offering virtual tours of exhibits
using an online tool that allows viewers
to get 360-degree views of the gallery
and an in-gallery “touchless” system
that enables gallery visitors to learn
more about exhibit pieces by using a
smartphone to scan a QR code displayed
on the wall next to the work
galleryhouse2.com

PACE Palo Alto
229 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto

• Contemporary art gallery
• pacegallery.com

Peabody Fine Art Gallery
603 Santa Cruz Ave.

•

•

Pacific Art League
668 Ramona St., Palo Alto

• Juried exhibitions; Now offering virtual
•

• Preserved mid-1800s store with
educational programs
• historysmc.org/woodside-store
Woodside Store
3300 Tripp Road, Woodside

• historysmc.org

PERFORMING ARTS
Los Altos Stage Company
Bus Barn Theater, Los Altos

• Neighborhood playhouse focused on
American theater
• losaltosstage.org
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre
Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto

• Plays, musicals with professional and
child actors
• cityofpaloalto.org/childrenstheatre
Palo Alto Players
Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto

• Comedies, dramas, classics and musicals;

Performances for the 2020-21 season will
be live-streamed, live or a combination
of both, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions

• paplayers.org
The Pear Theatre
1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View

• Hosts full plays, plus an annual short-

works festival, “Pear Slices,” created
by members of its playwrights’ guild;
Performances for the 2020-21 season
will be streamed, live or a combination
of both, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions.

workshops, youth camps, art history talks
and art demonstrations via Zoom
pacificartleague.org

Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto

offering “History at Home” featuring
online Victorian Days walking tour,
virtual museum visits and other events
celebrating local history
historysmc.org

Woodside Community Museum
2961 Woodside Road, Woodside

• Family-owned gallery; original paintings,
bronze sculpture and limited edition
works by internationally known artists
peabodygallery.com

emphasize invention and technology
from 1750-1950
moah.org

• World-renowned and emerging artists;

• thepear.org

•

• Home to Dragon Productions, which puts

Some curbside classes and online
programs available pending the center’s
reopening.
cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter

The Dragon Theatre
2120 Broadway, Redwood City

on unique theater performances yearround, as well as acting workshops. Now
offering “Dragon on Demand” virtual
shows and livesream workshops, classes
and other events

Portola Art Gallery at
Allied Arts Guild
75 Arbor Road

• Representational art by regionally,
nationally recognized artists
• portolaartgallery.com
MUSEUMS
Hoover Institution
434 Galvez Mall, Stanford

• Free exhibits on President Herbert
Hoover and his wife, Lou Henry Hoover
• hoover.org
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• dragonproductions.net

Shoreline Amphitheatre
1 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View

• Large outdoor venue hosting classical
•

and contemporary performances and
music events
theshorelineamphitheatre.com

MOVIE THEATERS
Aquarius Theatre
430 Emerson St., Palo Alto

• landmarktheatres.com

CineArts @ Palo Alto Square
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

• cinemark.com/theatre-475

Stanford Theatre
221 University Ave., Palo Alto

• stanfordtheatre.org

S TA N F O R D
ARTS DISTRICT
Editor’s note: The arts district, which
includes the Rodin Sculpture Garden,
Cantor Arts Center, the Anderson
Collection, Frost Amphitheater and Bing
Concert Hall, was made off-limits to the
general public as part of broad campus
restrictions on Sept. 1. Stanford also has
canceled all on-campus events until the
end of 2020 due to the pandemic. At the
time of the closure, the university noted
that it may relax restrictions in some areas,
such as the “arts zone” faster than in others.

VIRTUAL ARTS
The pandemic may have temporarily
closed the doors on the concentration of
museums, sculpture gardens, galleries
and performance spaces clustered around
Palm Drive that make up the Stanford Arts
District, but enthusiasts can still experience
performances, music and art exhibits
through a variety of virtual programs.

#TheShowMustGoOnline:
Stanford Live is producing a digital season
that brings many of the artists who were
scheduled to perform at various campus
venues straight into viewers’ homes
through virtual concerts, lectures, comedy
shows and livestream events. To view
upcoming shows and events, go to live.
stanford.edu/2020-digital-season.

Museums from home
Stanford’s museums are offering virtual
painting tours, artist talks and online access
to exhibitions and collections through its
Museums from Home program. To view
upcoming events and exhibits, go to
museum.stanford.edu/museums-home

MUSEUMS &
PERFORMANCE SPACES
Anderson Collection at Stanford
University
314 Lomita Drive

• Live-entertainment venue that

• Modern American paintings and
sculptures
• anderson.stanford.edu

•

• Music, dance, theater performances
• live.stanford.edu (search “Bing”)

Fox Theatre
2215 Broadway, Redwood City

hosts lectures, musical and theater
performances, which first opened in 1929
and is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places
foxrwc.com

Bing Concert Hall
327 Lasuen St.

Kristine Mays' wire sculptures are on
display through November at Filoli.
Courtesy Filoli.

Cantor Arts Center at Stanford
University
328 Lomita Drive

• 24 art galleries, Rodin Sculpture Garden
• museum.stanford.edu
Dinkelspiel Auditorium
471 Lagunita Dr.

• Used by Stanford’s Department of Music
• music.stanford.edu
(listed under: Venues - Dinkelspiel)

Frost Amphitheater
Lasuen St. (at Roth Way)

• 20-acre, tiered outdoor performance
space
• live.stanford.edu (search “Frost
Amphitheater”)

McMurtry Building
355 Roth Way

• Indoor-outdoor screening and exhibition
spaces; Coulter Art Gallery
• arts.stanford.edu (search “Mcmurtry
Building”)

Memorial Auditorium
551 Serra Mall

• Home of the Department of Theater &
Performance Studies (TAPS)
• live.stanford.edu (search “Memorial
Auditorium”)

Nitery Theater
Nitery Building in the Old Union, 514
Lasuen Mall

• Black-box theater; student productions
• taps-calsrv2.stanford.edu
Pigott Theater
551 Serra Mall

• Used by Stanford’s Drama Department
• taps-calsrv2.stanford.edu
Roble Gymnasium
375 Santa Teresa St.

• Rehearsal, dance and performance
spaces for students
• taps.stanford.edu (listed under: About Facilities)

Thomas Welton Stanford Art
Gallery
435 Lasuen Mall

• Features student, faculty and other
artists’ work
• art.stanford.edu (listed under: Exhibition
Spaces - Stanford Art Gallery)

O PE N S PAC E
Preserves are open from dawn until a
half hour after sunset unless otherwise
noted. Public access, hours and other
regulations may vary due to COVID-19
restrictions.

Thornewood Open Space Preserve
La Honda Road, 1.6 miles past the
Portola Road intersection in Woodside

• Acres: 167 / Miles of Trails: 1.5
• Special features: Historic Thornewood

OPEN SPACE
Coal Creek Open Space Preserve
Skyline Boulevard, 1.2 miles north of
Page Mill Road

• Acres: 500 / Miles of Trails: 5.4
• Hiking, biking, horseback riding; dogs
on leash
• openspace.org/preserves/coal-creek
El Corte de Madera Creek Open
Space Preserve
Skyline Boulevard, 1.5 miles south of
Kings Mountain Road

• Acres: 2,817 acres / Miles of Trails: 35.9
• Special features: Steep, heavily
•
•

forested terrain; rare and fragile
sandstone formations; redwoods; creek
headwaters. Popular with bicyclists
Hiking, biking and horseback riding; no
dogs allowed
openspace.org/preserves/el-corte-demadera-creek

Los Trancos Open Space Preserve
Page Mill Road, 1.5 miles east of Skyline
Boulevard

•
•

Estate; redwoods and oaks; Schilling
Lake
Hiking, horseback riding; dogs on leash
openspace.org/preserves/thornewood

Windy Hill Preserve
Skyline Boulevard, Portola Valley.

• Acres: 1,335 / Miles of Trails: 12
• Grassland ridges; redwood, oak and fir
•
•

forests; sweeping view of the coastline;
restrooms, picnic area
Hiking, biking, horseback riding; dogs
on leash
openspace.org/preserves/windy-hill

CITY & TOWN PARKS
Parks open daily a half hour before
sunrise to a half hour after sunset, unless
otherwise noted. Public access, hours
and other regulations may vary due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

TOWN OF ATHERTON
Holbrook-Palmer Park
150 Watkins Ave.

• Acres: 22
• Ball field, tennis courts, playground,

• Acres: 274 / Miles of Trails: 5.2
gardens and walking paths; Main
• Mountain top trails, guided tours along
San Andreas Fault
House, Jennings Pavilion and Carriage
• Hiking and horseback riding; no dogs or House are available for rental
bikes allowed
• 650-752-0500 / ci.atherton.ca.us/180
• openspace.org/preserves/los-trancos
Purisima Creek Redwoods Open
Space Preserve
Skyline Boulevard, 4.5 miles south of
Hwy 92

• Acres: 4,711 / Miles of Trails: 24
• Special features: Purisima Creek
•
•

Canyon with redwoods, creek, ferns,
wildflowers; trails rise from canyon to
1,600 feet; historical logging road
Hiking, biking and horseback riding; no
dogs allowed
openspace.org/preserves/purisimacreek-redwoods

Ravenswood Preserve
Bay Road, East Palo Alto

• 376 acres/1.9 miles of trails
In August, the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District celebrated the
opening of a 0.6-mile section of trail
that connects the preserve to the
San Francisco Bay Trail, which when
completed, will stretch 500 miles
through 47 cities surrounding the San
Francisco Bay. The newly opened section
of trail includes a new boardwalk, a
bridge that spans across the wetlands
in the north and other features that
cater to local wildlife in the surrounding
marshlands.

• bit.ly/RavenswoodPreserve
Teague Hill Open Space Preserve
Kings Mountain Road, above the town
of Woodside

• Acres: 626 / Miles of Trails: 1
• Hiking and horseback riding
• openspace.org/preserves/teague-hill

CITY OF MENLO PARK

The city of Menlo Park website has
information on all of the city’s parks and
facilities.
Community Services Department:
650-330-2200 / menlopark.org/255/Parks

Bedwell Bayfront Park
1600 Marsh Road

Karl E. Clark Park
313 Market Place

• Acres: 1
• Open play field,

playground and walking
path

Nealon Park
800 Middle Ave.

• Acres: 9
• Off-leash dog area, picnic

areas, playground, softball
field and tennis court

Seminary Oaks Park
299 Santa Monica Ave.

• Acres: 3.51
icnic tables,
• Benches, open play field, picnic
en
playground and rock garden

Sharon Hills Park
Altschul Avenue at Valparaiso Avenue

• Benches and walking path
Sharon Park
1100 Monte Rosa Drive.

• Acres: 9.83
• Benches, gazebo, grass area, lake,

natural wooden area, picnic areas,
playground and walking path

Stanford Hills Park
2400 Branner Drive.

• Acres: 3.11
• Benches, grass area, parking and
walking path

Tinker Park
1550 Santa Cruz Ave.

•
•

Burgess Park
701 Laurel St.

Acres: 0.54
Benches, open play field and
playground

Willow Oaks Park
490 Willows Road

• Acres: 2.63
• Off-leash dog area, open play field,
playground, public art and tennis
court

• Acres: 160
• Benches, bike trail, drinking fountain,

natural wooded area, restrooms, trails
and walking path

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Portola Valley Town Center
Facilities
765 Portola Road

• Acres: 9.31
• Baseball diamond, open play field,

• Sports complex includes soccer and

Fremont Park
Santa Cruz Avenue and University Drive

•

playground, soccer field and tennis
court

• Acres: 0.38
• Benches, drinking fountain, lighted
walkways and shaded areas

Jack W. Lyle Park
640 Fremont St.

• Acres: 4.55
• Basketball court, benches, open play
field, playground, restrooms and
walking path

Kelly Park
100 Terminal Ave.

• Acres: 8.3
• Basketball court, parking, restrooms,
soccer field, synthetic field and track

A biker rides on Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District's latest trail extension
at the Ravenswood Preserve in East Palo
Alto. Photo by Magali Gauthier.

softball fields, two tennis courts, an allsports court, a skateboard ramp and
a children’s playground called “Little
People’s Park”
650-851-1700 / portolavalley.net/
town-government/town-center

Rossotti Field
3919 Alpine Road

• A natural-turf standard-size soccer

field used by adult and youth leagues

Ford Field
3329 Alpine Road

• A natural-turf baseball field typically
used by Little League teams

Triangle Park
Portola and Alpine roads

• Rest stop for bicyclist and destination
for walkers; picnic tables

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
Barkley Fields and Park
5001 Farm Hill Blvd.

• Woodside’s only park and playing
•

fields, which includes spaces for soccer
and Little League baseball
650-851-6790 / woodsidetown.org/
community/barkley-fields-and-park-0

SAN MATEO COUNTY PARKS
San Mateo County Department of Parks
operates 20 county parks covering more
than 17,000 acres. Hard liquor, smoking
and remote-controlled planes/drones
are prohibited in all park areas. For
more information, call 650-363-4020; for
reservations, call 650-363-4021

Edgewood Park & Natural
Preserve
10 Old Stagecoach Road, R
edwood City

• Acres: 467
• Special features: woodlands and
grasslands; spring wildflowers
• Hiking
Flood Park
215 Bay Road

• Acres: 21
• Special features: Picnic areas, softball,
tennis, horse shoes, volleyball and
petanque

Huddart Park
1100 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside

• Acres: 974 acres
• Special features: Redwood and
•

evergreen forests; playground and
barbecue pits
Hiking, horseback riding

Wunderlich Park
4040 Woodside Road, Woodside

• Acres: 942
• Special Features: Historic Folger estate
•

and stable on site; oaks, madrones,
redwoods and open meadows
Hiking and horseback riding
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KIDS
Facilities located in Menlo Park, unless
otherwise noted. Programs and
hours may change pending COVID-19
restrictions.

SCHOOLS
Belle Haven Child Development
Center
410 Ivy Drive

• Preschoolers 3 to 5 years old; bilingual
staff
• 650-330-2270 /

menlopark.org/219/Belle-Haven-ChildDevelopment-Center

Kirk House Preschool
1148 Johnson St.

University Heights Montessori
2066 Avy Ave.

Littlest Angels Preschool
Bethany Lutheran Church,
1095 Cloud Ave.

Windmill Preschool
900 Portola Road, Portola Valley

• Development-oriented Christian
• Montessori preschool teaching children
program for ages 3 to 5
ages 2 to 6
• 650-323-8667 / kirkhousepreschool.org • 650-854-6993 / uhmcc.com
• Christian preschool for ages 2 to 5
• 650-854-4973 /
littlestangelspreschool.com

Menlo Children’s Center
801 Laurel St.

• Licensed center offers a variety of

Belle Haven Youth Center
100 Terminal Ave.

• K-6; transportation provided from Belle
Haven Community School to the site
•
• 650-330-2297 /
menlopark.org/221/Belle-HavenYouth-Center

Congregation Beth Jacob
Preschool
1550 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Redwood City

• Toddler co-op and preschool classes;
Jewish values and experience
• 650-366-8481 /

bethjacobrwc.org/education/preschool

Carillon Preschool
815 Portola Road, Portola Valley

play-based preschool programs for
children ages 18 months to 5 years and
after-school programs for students in
grades first to fifth.
650-330-2262 / menlopark.org/224/
Menlo-Childrens-Center

Menlo-Atherton Cooperative
Nursery School
802 Middle Ave.

• Play-based learning preschool
•

encouraging parent participation that
teaches children ages 1 year and 9
months through 5 years and 3 months
650-434-2667 / maco-op.org

Peninsula School
920 Peninsula Way

• Progressive school educating students

through grade eight. Nursery and
kindergarten programs accept children
ages 3 to 5
650-325-1584 / peninsulaschool.org

• 18 months to 5 years; thematic,
play-based program
• 650-529-1335 / carillonpreschool.org

•

Casa dei Bambini Preschool
457 College Ave., Palo Alto

• Independent, co-educational day

• After- and before- school programs
for K- 6
• 650-250-3658 /

•

• Ages 18 months to 5 years old
• 650-322-9668 /
crescentparkpreschool.org

Family Connections
414 Fourth Ave., Redwood City

• A tuition-free parent participation
•

preschool in East Palo Alto, Menlo Park
and Redwood City for low-income
families with children from newborns
to age 5. Bilingual (Spanish) teachers.
650-556-9503 / familyconnections.org

GeoKids Early Childhood
Development Center
345 Middlefield Road, #204

• NAEYC-accredited cooperative
•

childcare center and preschool for ages
3 months to 5 1/2 years. Play-based
program located on the USGS campus
650-329-4236 / geokids.org
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school (through grade five) with
an Early Learning Center offering
preschool and prekindergarten
programs. Designed for toilet-trained
children starting at age 3
650-854-4545 / phillipsbrooks.org

Playschool, Holbrook-Palmer
Holbrook-Palmer Park,
150 Watkins Ave., Atherton

• NAEYC-accredited preschool offering

discoverchampions.com

Crescent Park Child Development
Center
4161 Alma St., Palo Alto

•

•

a variety of programs, including
preschool, prekindergarten and a
Mommy & Me program for children and
caregivers starting at 18 months.
650-325-1623 / knoxplayschools.com

Roberts School
641 Coleman Ave.

• Program based on philosophy of
•

Piaget. Preschool, prekindergarten and
young 5-year-olds.
650-322-3535 / therobertsschool.com

Sacred Heart Schools
150 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton

•
•

Montessori preschool and pre-K
programs are offered for children ages
3 to 6
650-322-0176 / shschools.org

Trinity School, Early Childhood
Program
330 Ravenswood Ave.

• Episcopal private school runs a
•

preschool program for ages 3 and
4 and a transitional kindergarten
program for young 5-year-olds. Project
and play-based curriculum.
650-322-2628 / trinity-mp.org

parents. Programs for children ages
2 to 5.
650-851-0771 / windmillschool.com

Woodland School
360 La Cuesta Drive, Portola Valley

Ragazzi Boys Chorus
178-A Clinton St., Redwood City

• Ragazzi is a Bay Area center for music
education for boys and young men
ages 7 to 18 who love to sing. The
group performs frequently and tours
abroad and throughout the U.S.
650-342-8785 / ragazzi.org

• Private school serving around 275

•

•

• A multi-level boys program providing

students offers a mixed-age preschool
and prekindergarten program for ages
for ages 3 and 4
650-854-9065 / woodland-school.org

Woodside Parents’ Nursery School
3154 Woodside Road, Woodside

• Play-based curriculum focusing on
•

social, emotional, cognitive, language
and physical growth for ages 15
months to 4 years of age
650-851-7112 / woodsideparents.org

Woodside Preschool
3195 Woodside Road, Woodside

• Child-centered preschool (2 years and
•

Phillips Brooks School
2245 Avy Ave.

• Age 2 -K; multicultural Montessori
preschool
• 650-473-9401 / cdeib.com
Champions, Las Lomitas
Elementary
299 Alameda de las Pulgas, Atherton

• Play-based preschool run by board of

•

including year-round performances
(and performance opportunities),
classes, camps and outreach programs.
Productions include a Main Stage
Season and a Playhouse Series for
children ages 2 to 6.
650-463-4930 /
cityofpaloalto.org/childrenstheatre

7 months) and prekindergarten (3
years and 9 months) classes held in the
mornings, with optional extended care.
Tom Limbert, 650-206-6009 /
woodsideschool.us/preschool

ARTS
California Youth Symphony
441 California Ave., #5, Palo Alto

• Founded in 1952, the youth orchestra
•

today has eight programs in Palo
Alto and Los Altos providing musical
training and opportunities to perform
at local venues.
650-325-6666 / cys.org

Cantabile Youth Singers of
Silicon Valley
461 Orange Ave., Los Altos

• Established in 1994, Cantabile Youth
•

Singers of Silicon Valley operates six
choirs serving singers ages 4 to 18.
650-424-1410 / cantabile.org

Golden Gate Youth Orchestra
4055 Fabian Way, Palo Alto

• The award-winning GSYO guides
•

orchestras and ensembles, which are
made up of over 450 kindergarten to
12th grade students from the Bay Area.
650-665-9046 / gsyomusic.org

Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra
4000 Middlefield Road, #M1, Palo Alto

•

•

This award-winning youth orchestra
of string musicians is composed of five
chamber music ensembles, each with
25 members, that practice weekly and
learn to perform in public and private
settings.
650-856-3848 / pacomusic.org

Silicon Valley Boychoir
600 Homer Ave, Palo Alto

•

SPORTS
Alpine/West Menlo Little League
325 Sharon Park Drive #544

• 415-727-6355 / alpinelittleleague.com
American Youth Soccer
Organization (AYSO) Region 25
108 Tynan Way, Portola Valley

• Soccer leagues for children in grades
•

K-12 in Portola Valley, Woodside,
La Honda, Ladera, Las Lomitas and
Emerald Hills
ayso25.com

Menlo Park Gymnastics
501 Laurel St.

• 650-330-2215 /

ca-menlopark.civicplus.com/236/
Gymnastics

Menlo-Atherton Little League
1259 El Camino Real #130

• m-all.org

Menlo-Atherton Pop Warner
Football

• Menlo-Atherton Vikings, ages 5 to 15;
•

season runs August-November. Teams
separated by size and age
tshq.bluesombrero.com

Menlo-Atherton Youth Lacrosse

• 650-690-0341 /

menloathertonlacrosse.com

Palo Alto Babe Ruth Baseball

• Community-based league for ages
13 to 15
• pababeruth.org
Palo Alto Girls’ Softball

• Softball league for girls ages 5 to 14
• 650-209-0454 / paloaltogirlssoftball.org
Palo Alto Soccer Club
Cubberley Community Center, Room
J5, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

• Competitive teams for boys and girls

Palo Alto Children’s Theatre
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

• The Palo Alto Children’s Theatre

serves the community through quality
performing arts education experiences,

choral training for beginner through
advanced singers ages 7-14. Online
classes and lessons during health
restrictions.
650-424-1242 / svboychoir.org

•

(U8-U18), and a youth development
program for ages 4 to 9. Affiliated with
the California Youth Soccer Association
(CYSA) and U.S. Club Soccer.
Scholarships available.
pasoccerclub.org

KIDS
PSV Union FC Academy
555 Bryant St., #437, Palo Alto

• PSV offers soccer teams and training
for girls ages 3 to 18
• psvunion.org

• 650-368-4168 /

ymcasv.org/sequoia

Solo Aquatics

• Swim programs for athletes from age

Redwood City 49er/Pop Warner
Football and Cheer

• Pop Warner football and cheer teams
based in Redwood City (ages 5 to 15)
• 650-216-7249 /
rc49ers.org

Sequoia YMCA
1445 Hudson St., Redwood City

• Sports programs with positive coaching
for children ages 3 and up. Swim and
kickboxing classes also available

•

5 through high school. Located at
Burgess and Menlo-Atherton High
School pools. Swimmers evaluated
according to skill, performance and
age
650-851-9091 /
soloaquatics.com

Stanford Soccer Club

• Competitive youth soccer for ages 8
to 18
• 650-327-0421 / stanfordsoccerclub.org

E D U C AT I O N
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
LAS LOMITAS ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
1011 Altschul Ave.
District operates two schools for children
who live in parts of Menlo Park, Atherton,
Woodside and unincorporated areas,
including Ladera.

Encinal School
195 Encinal Ave., Atherton

• encinal.mpcsd.org

Laurel School
Lower Campus: 95 Edge Road,
Atherton

• 650-324-0186

Upper Campus: 275 Elliott Drive,
Menlo Park

Superintendent: Beth Polito

• 650-321-6010

Board Members

Oak Knoll School
1895 Oak Knoll Lane

John Earnhardt, term ends 2022
Diane Honda, term ends 2020
Dana Nunn, term ends 2022
William Steinmetz, term ends 2020
Jon Venverloh, president, term ends
2022

• 650-854-2880 / schoolboard@llesd.org
Las Lomitas Elementary School
299 Alameda de las Pulgas, Atherton

• 650-854-5900 / ll-llesd-ca.schoolloop.
com

La Entrada Middle School
2200 Sharon Road

• 650-854-3962 / le-llesd-ca.schoolloop.
com

• oakknoll.mpcsd.org
Hillview Middle School
1100 Elder Ave.

• hillview.mpcsd.org

PORTOLA VALLEY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
4575 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
Portola Valley School District operates
two schools for elementary-school-age
students who live in Portola Valley, the
unincorporated areas of Los Trancos
Woods and Vista Verde, a portion of
Woodside and along parts of Skyline
Boulevard.
Superintendent: Roberta Zarea

MENLO PARK SCHOOL
DISTRICT
181 Encinal Ave., Atherton
District operates five schools: Laurel
(Upper and Lower campuses), Encinal
and Oak Knoll elementary schools
and Hillview Middle School. Spanish
Immersion programs are available at
Encinal and Laurel.
Superintendent: Erik Burmeister

Board Members
Stacey Jones, president, term ends 2022
Sherwin Chen, vice president, term ends
2022
Scott Saywell, term ends 2022
David Ackerman, term ends 2020
Caroline Lucas, term ends 2020

• 650-321-7140 / district.mpcsd.org

Board Members
Karyn Bechtel, president, term ends
2020
Brooke Day, term ends 2022
Jeff Klugman, term ends 2020
Anne Fazioli-Khiari, term ends 2022
Kimberly Morris Rosen, term ends 2020

• 650-851-1777 / pvsdboard@pvsd.net
Corte Madera School
4575 Alpine Road, Portola Valley

• pvsd.net

Ormondale School
200 Shawnee Pass Road,
Portola Valley

• pvsd.net

Continued on page 44
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E D U C AT I O N

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Continued from page 43

WOODSIDE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
3195 Woodside Road, Woodside
Superintendent: Steve Frank

Beechwood School
50 Terminal Ave.
KPrep-8; traditional/ Priority Admissions to
Belle Haven and East Palo Alto
650-327-5052 / beechwoodschool.org

•

Silvia Edwards, president, term ends 2020

Bowman International School
4000 Terman Drive, Palo Alto

Jennifer Zweig, vice president, term ends
2020

K-8
650-813-9131 / bowmanschool.org

Board Members

Jenny Hayden, term ends 2022
Kevin Johnson, term ends 2020
Peter Bailey, term ends 2022

Woodside Elementary School
3195 Woodside Road, Woodside

•

woodside.k12.ca.us

SEQUOIA UNION HIGH
SCHOOL DISTRICT
480 James Ave., Redwood City
Operates four high schools, a continuation
school and a Middle College program
in partnership with Cañada College for
students living in the southern and central
portion of San Mateo County.
Interim superintendent: Crystal Leach

Board Members
Carrie Du Bois, term ends 2020

•

Castilleja School
1310 Bryant St., Palo Alto

• 650-322-5311 / mabears.org

Woodside High School
199 Churchill Ave., Woodside

• 650-367-9750 / woodsidehs.org
Cañada Middle College
Alternative high school program for
juniors and seniors

4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Redwood City

• 650-306-3120 /

canadamiddlecollege@smccd.edu

Redwood High School
Model continuation high school

1968 Old County Road, Redwood City

• 650-298-8876 / redwoodhs.org

CHARTER SCHOOLS
East Palo Alto Academy
professional-development school with
Stanford University School of Education

6-12; coed, college prep
www.csus.org

•

Esther B. Clark School at Children’s
Health Council
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto

summitps.org/summit-prep
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1-8; language-based learning differences
sandhillschool.org

•

St. Raymond School
1211 Arbor Road

German-American School of
Palo Alto
Alto International Campus, 475 Pope St.

Synapse School
3375 Edison Way

Pre-K - 12; German/English
gaspa-ca.org

•
•

Kehillah Jewish High School
3900 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
9-12; coed, college prep, Jewish
kehillah.org

•

Keys School
K-4: 2890 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
5-8: 3981 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
K-8; coed
keysschool.org

•

•

K-8; Independent, Advanced Academic
Curriculum, Six Seconds
synapseschool.org

•

Trinity School
Preschool & transitional kindergarten:
330 Ravenswood Ave.
Elementary school & Main Office:
2650 Sand Hill Road
Preschool-5; Episcopal, coed
trinity-mp.org

•

Waldorf School of the Peninsula
Pre-K-Grade 5: 11311 Mora Drive,
Los Altos
Grades 6-12: 180 N. Rengstorff Ave.,
Mountain View

German-American School of
Palo Alto
Alto International Campus, 475 Pope
St., Palo Alto

• gaspa-ca.org

Hwa Shin Bilingual Chinese School
Held at various elementary and middle
school campuses

• hwashinschool.org

Kumon Math and Reading Center
2730 Middlefield Road

• kumon.com/palo-alto

Mathnasium
605 Cambridge Ave., Suite A

• mathnasium.com/paloalto-menlopark
Palo Alto School for Jewish
Education (PASJE)
Oshman Family Jewish Community
Center, 3921 Fabian Way

• pasje.org

HOME SCHOOLING
Homefires
327 Saint Francis St., Redwood City

• Information, resources and support for
homeschooling families.
• homefires.com
ADULT SCHOOLS &
HIGH EDUCATION
Cañada College
4200 Farm Hill Blvd., Redwood City

• canadacollege.edu

Foothill College
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills /
1070 Innovation Way, Sunnyvale

• foothill.edu

Menlo College
1000 El Camino Real, Atherton

Pre-K to 12; coed, developmentally based
experiential curriculum
waldorfpeninsula.org

• menlo.edu

•

Woodland School
360 La Cuesta Drive, Portola Valley

• paadultschool.org

Menlo School
50 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton

•

Lydian Academy
815 El Camino Real
7-12; one-on-one education
lydianacademy.com

•

Early Childhood-8; coed
woodland-school.org

6-12; coed, college prep
menloschool.org

•

Woodside Priory School
302 Portola Road, Portola Valley

Mid-Peninsula High School
1340 Willow Road

6-12; coed, college prep, Catholic/
Benedictine, day and boarding school
prioryca.org

9-12; coed, college prep
mid-pen.com

•

•

LANGUAGE PROGRAMS &
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

Notre Dame High School
1540 Ralston Ave., Belmont.

Nativity Catholic School
1250 Laurel St.

• 650-556-1110 /

•

JK-8; Catholic
straymond.org

Everest Public High School
455 5th Ave., Redwood City

Summit Preparatory Charter High
School
890 Broadway St., Redwood City

Sacred Heart Preparatory
150 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton

• chconline.org/ebc

1050 Myrtle St., East Palo Alto

• 650-366-1050 / everest.summitps.org

•

7-16; academic program in therapeutic milieu

9-12; Catholic, college prep, for young
women
ndhsb.org

• 650-839-8900 / epaahs.org

Preschool, Pre-K, Young 5-year-olds;
individualized attention, Piaget
philosophy
therobertsschool.com

Sand Hill School at Children’s
Health Council
650 Clark Way, Palo Alto

6-8; girls
girlsms.org

Menlo-Atherton High School
555 Middlefield Road, Atherton

The Roberts School
641 Coleman Ave.

Crystal Springs Uplands School
400 Uplands Drive, Hillsborough

•

Allen Weiner, president, term ends 2020

• 650-369-1411 / seq.org

•

Pre-K to 12; coed, Catholic
shschools.org

The Girls’ Middle School
3400 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto

Georgia Jack, term ends 2020

Preschool-5; coed
650-854-4545, phillipsbrooks.org

6-12; girls, college prep
650-328-3160 / castilleja.org

Alan Sarver, vice president, term ends
2022
Christopher Thomsen, term ends 2022

Phillips Brooks School
2245 Avy Ave.

•

Pre-K to 8; Catholic
nativityschool.com

•

Peninsula School
920 Peninsula Way
Nursery and K-8; progressive
650-325-1584 / peninsulaschool.org

•

Bay Area Arabic School
310 Easy St., German International
School of Silicon Valley, Mountain View

• baaschool.org

Center for a New Generation at
Belle Haven Community School
415 Ivy Drive

• After-school and summer program
•

run by the Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Peninsula
bgcp.org

Palo Alto Adult School
50 Embarcadero Road, Room 8
Palo Alto University
1791 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto

• paloaltou.edu

Sequoia District Adult School
3247 Middlefield Road

• seqsas.org

Sofia University
1069 E. Meadow Circle, Palo Alto

• sofia.edu

Stanford Continuing Studies
365 Lasuen St., Stanford

• continuingstudies.stanford.edu
Stanford University
450 Serra Mall, Stanford

• stanford.edu

UC Berkeley Extension
1995 University Ave., Suite 200,
Berkeley

• extension.berkeley.edu

School Success Without the Stress

A Unique and Unrivaled 1:1 Education
Year-Round Enrollment

Education personalized to YOU
and your schedule
All classes available one-on-one
IN REAL-TIME ONLINE!

• Full-Time Middle/High School, Courses on Demand, & Tutoring
• High-quality curriculum - UC/CSU approved
• Classes on your time, at your pace, and customized for you.
Enroll today at lydianacademy.com
Join our community for a Virtual Open House
monthly at 10am, check website for dates.

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025 • 650.321.0550 • www.lydianacademy.com

We invite you to discover

LOVE. CONFIDENCE. PURPOSE.

THE TRANSFORMATION STARTS HERE
Laying the foundation for a meaningful life does not happen overnight. We give students the love,
tools and wise freedom to grow into their best selves throughout their time at SHS.

Explore our new Admission site for Fall updates and ﬁnd out why
the bond of community remains a hallmark of a SHS Education.
SACRED HEART SCHOOLS, ATHERTON
150 Valparaiso Ave.
Atherton, CA 94027
www.shschools.org/admission
admission@shschools.org
650.454.8450
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VIRTUAL
OPEN
HOUSES

40 YEARS

October 17
and
December 5
10am
Preschool/PreK

11:30am
Grades K-4

1:00pm
Grades 5-8

Register Here
Woodland School develops
collaborative, creative, and conﬁdent
learners with the strength of voice to
follow their hearts and
make a difference.

SOCIAL SERVICES
Services located in Menlo Park, unless
otherwise noted. Services and programs
may change due to COVID-19 health
restrictions.

COVID-19 TESTING &
EMERGENCY RESOURCES
Bay Area Community Resources
website

Suicide Crisis Hotline
828 S. Bascom Ave., Suite 200, San Jose
(Run by Santa Clara County Mental Health
Administration)

• 855-278-4204

HEALTH & SUPPORT SERVICES
Arbor Free Clinic
795 Willow Road, Bldg. 334,

users find free food, pantries,
• Helps
• Acute medical care for uninsured
medical treatment, legal aid, emergency

•

financial services and other critical
resources in the Bay Area
bayareacommunity.org

COVID-19 Assistance Navigation
hotline (CAN)

resource from the Fair Workplace
• Free
Collaborative that connects residents

•

to lawyers, information about
unemployment applications, housing,
food banks and financial aid.
408-809-2124

California Department of Public
Health

health alerts, case numbers,
• COVID-19
resources
• cdph.ca.gov/covid19

•

Bay Area Cancer Connections
2335 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

• Support groups, counseling, nutrition
•

woodland-school.org | 650-285-5229
admissions@woodland-school.org

map with COVID-19 testing
• Interactive
sites located throughout California
• bit.ly/testingsitemap

Stanford Health Library

self-care and caregiver
• COVID-19,
resources
• healthlibrary.stanford.edu

Sutter Health COVID-19 Advice Line

Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

direct callers who think
• Clinicians
they have COVID-19 symptoms to the

•

appropriate level of medical care, daily
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
866-961-2889

COUNSELING/MENTAL HEALTH
Adolescent Counseling Services,
Redwood City
643 Bair Island Road, Suite 301

• On-campus and after-school counseling;
substance-abuse treatment.
• 650-424-0852 / acs-teens.org
Family and Children Services of
Silicon Valley
375 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto

support groups, child-abuse
• Divorce
treatment, anger management and

•

domestic violence offender treatment
groups; substance-abuse treatment;
LGBTQ youth services; support services
for youth emancipating from foster care
and victims of domestic violence.
650-326-6576 / fcservices.org

Kara
457 Kingsley Ave. , Palo Alto

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Sign up for the only
food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
AlmanacNews.com/
express

• Grief support
• 650-321-5272 / kara-grief.org
The La Selva Group (Part of
Momentum for Mental Health)
206 California Ave., Palo Alto

• Various levels of care: psychiatry,

•
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residential (staffed 24/7) treatment,
outpatient program, individual and
group therapy, supportive housing,
case management and aftercare/alumni
services.
650-617-8349 / thelaselvagroup.com

workshops and more to people touched
by breast or ovarian cancer
650-326-6686; toll free 888-222-4401 /
bcconnections.org

Free At Last
1796 Bay Road, East Palo Alto

• Helps community members with

State COVID-19 testing locator map

Located just west of 280 at Alpine Road
Preschool through Eighth Grade

people in Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties; limited video and phone clinic
appointments for existing patients only,
pending pandemic health orders.
650-724-1332 / med.stanford.edu/arbor

•

problems of addiction and the spread of
communicable diseases, including HIV/
AIDS and STDs. Services include bilingual
education and intervention, DUI classes,
residential treatment, clean and sober
living and outpatient services
650-462-6999 / freeatlast.org

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
Stanford
725 Welch Road, Palo Alto

• Devoted to the care of children and
expectant mothers.
• 650-497-8000 / stanfordchildrens.org
Stanford Hospital & Clinics
300 Pasteur Drive, Stanford

• Stanford Medical Group, 650-723-6028
• Stanford Family Practice, 650-723-6963
• Stanford Referral Center/appointments,
800-756-9000
• Hospital operator, 650-723-4000
• stanfordhospital.org
Menlo Medical Clinic
1300 Crane St., Menlo Park

• Primary and specialty care
• 650-498-6500 / bit.ly/MenloClinic
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

• Primary and urgent care (drop-in).
COVID-19 advice line
• 866-961-2889,
(daily from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.); 650-853-2958,
urgent care / sutterhealth.org/pamf

Pacific Stroke Association
3801 Miranda Ave., Bldg. 6, A-162,
Palo Alto

• Monthly support groups for stroke
survivors and caregivers
• 650-565-8485 /
pacificstrokeassociation.org

Planned Parenthood
2907 El Camino Real, Redwood City.

• Family planning and health services
•

for women, men and teens; education,
pregnancy testing, birth control, HIV
testing and general health care. Services
in English and Spanish
650-503-7810 /
plannedparenthood.org

SOCIAL SERVICES
Ravenswood Family Health Center
1885 Bay Road, East Palo Alto

• Primary medical care, behavioral health
•

services, education and social services
for low-income and uninsured residents
of south San Mateo County
650-330-7400 / ravenswoodfhc.org

Stanford Health Library
Various locations. Main Branch, Hoover
Pavilion, 211 Quarry Road, Suite 201, Stanford
Provides scientifically based medical
information to help people make
informed decisions about their health
and health care; services are free.
650-725-8400 / healthlibrary.stanford.edu

•

LifeMoves
Administrative offices, 181 Constitution
Drive

• Housing and supportive services for
•

Peninsula HealthCare Connection
33 Encina Ave., #103, Palo Alto

• Serves the needs of the homeless and
those at risk of becoming homeless.
• 650-853-0321/
bit.ly/PeninsulaHealthCare

•

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

Stanford Health Care
300 Pasteur Drive, Stanford

• Includes the Stanford University Medical
•

Center, Stanford Hospital & Clinics, the
Stanford University School of Medicine
and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
650-498-3333 / stanfordhealthcare.org

Stanford Hospital & Clinics
300 Pasteur Drive, Stanford

• In-patient treatment, emergency care,
major surgeries, laboratories, X-ray
• Stanford Family Practice, 650-723-6963
• Stanford Referral Center/appointments,
800-756-9000
• Hospital operator, 650-723-4000
• stanfordhospital.org

AbilityPath (formerly Gatepath and
Abilities United)
350 Twin Dolphin, Suite 123,
Redwood City

• Support services for children, adults
•

• Nonprofit organization assisting homeless
•

and at-risk families and individuals in
the Midpeninsula area; housing and
rehabilitation services; facilities include
the Opportunity Center
650-299-8700 /
cwg@communityworkinggroup.org /
communityworkinggroup.org

Downtown Streets Team
Kumli Resource Center, 231 Grant Ave.,
Palo Alto

• Nonprofit employs unhoused men and
•

with special needs and developmental
disabilities
650-259-8500 / abilitypath.org

Vista Center for the Blind and
Visually Impaired
2500 El Camino Real #100, Palo Alto

• Rehabilitation program and services for
clients with severe sight loss
• 650-858-0202 / vistacenter.org

HOMELESS SERVICES
Community Working Group
2507A Alma St., Palo Alto (mailing address)

homeless families and individuals in
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties.
650-685-5880 / lifemoves.org

SOCIAL SERVICES
Ecumenical Hunger Program
2411 Pulgas Ave., East Palo Alto

• Emergency food, clothing, household

•

essentials, furniture, support programs
and referral services to families in need.
Many programs have been temporarily
suspended due to COVID-19 health
mandates.
650-323-7781 / ehpcares.org

Fair Oaks Community Center
2600 Middlefield Road, Redwood City

• Range of services for the Redwood City-

area community provided by Redwood
City staff and nonprofit agencies.
Pending COVID-19 health mandates, the
center will provide essential services only,

women to help them rebuild their lives
and prepare for long-term employment
408-899-7350 / streetsteam.org

•

including emergency food, homeless
support services, safety net information
and referral services. All nonessential
classes and programs are temporarily
canceled until further notice.
650-780-7500 /
bit.ly/FairOaksCommunityCenter

Jewish Family and Children’s
Services
Koret Family Resource Center,
200 Channing Ave., Palo Alto

• Counseling, elder-care consultation;
home-care services, clinical services.
• 650-688-3030 / jfcs.org
San Mateo County Child Protective
Services

• 24-hour child abuse and neglect hotline
•

to report known or suspected abuse
of children up to age 18 in San Mateo
County
650-802-7922, 800-632-4615 /
hsa.smcgov.org/child-protective-services

Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa
Clara and San Mateo Counties
4001 N. First St. and 750 Curtner Ave.,
San Jose

• Partners with hundreds of nonprofit
•

agencies to provide food at more than
770 sites, including pantries, soup
kitchens, shelters and after-school
programs
800-984-3663 (food connection hotline);
408-266-8866 (San Jose centers) / shfb.org

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
3500 Middlefield Road

Lloyden Park
Homeowners Association of Lloyden Park
Sharon Hume, president: 650-269-8886

•

MENLO PARK
Fair Oaks
Fair Oaks Beautification Association (FOBA)
info@fobaneighbors.org /
fobaneighbors.org

•

Menlo Oaks
Menlo Oaks District Association
menlo-oaks.org

•

PORTOLA VALLEY
Ladera
Ladera Community Association
laderaonline.org

•

Los Trancos Woods/Vista Verde
Los Trancos Woods Community
Association
lostrancoswoods.org

•

Vista Verde Community Association

• vistaverdepv.org

Westridge
Westridge Architectural Supervising
Committee
westridge.us

•

Portola Valley Ranch
Portola Valley Ranch Association
portolavrca.pilera.com

•

WOODSIDE
Kings Mountain
Kings Mountain Association
KMA@kingsmountainonline.com /
kingsmountainonline.com/community/
kma

• Hot lunch program, grocery and clothing •
distribution, public-health services.
• 650-365-9664 / paduadiningroom.com
NEIGHBORHOD
A S S O C I AT I O N S
ATHERTON
Lindenwood
Lindenwood Homes Association
info@lindenwoodhomes.org /
lindenwoodhomes.org

•

Woodside Hills
Woodside Hills Homes Association
John Cranston, president/director:
JCranston@woodsidehills.org /
woodsidehills.org

•

Emerald Hills
Emerald Hills Homeowners Association
woodsidehills.org /
board@emeraldhills.org

•

CITY & TOWNS
MENLO PARK
CIVIC CENTER
Laurel Street near Ravenswood Avenue:
Burgess Park, which is located at the Civic
Center, includes swimming pools and a
locker room, baseball and soccer fields, a
skate park and a gymnastics center.

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
701 Laurel Street: The Menlo Park City
Council generally meets on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7
p.m. in the council chambers. All meetings
are currently being held remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions. Visit
menlopark.org/citycouncil to view live
footage of the meetings. Agendas, minutes
and staff reports are posted on the city’s
website at menlopark.org/agendacenter.
The site, menlopark.org, also contains
general information about the city and
links to the police department, library and
recreation center. Call the city clerk at
650-330-6620.

CITY STAFF
City Council: See Public Officials section.
City Manager: Starla Jerome-Robinson,
650-330-6610 / slrobinson@menlopark.org
Assistant City Manager: Nick Pegueros,
650-330-6619 /
nmpegueros@menlopark.org
Executive Assistant to the City Manager:
Nicole Casados, 650-330-6611/
nscasados@menlopark.org
Interim City Attorney: Cara Silver,
650-330-6610 / ces@jsmf.com
City Clerk: Judi Herren, 650-330-6621 /
jaherren@menlpark.org
Interim Police Chief: Dave Spiller,
650-330-6300 / dcspiller@menlopark.org
Library and Community Services
Director: Sean Reinhart, 650-330-2267 /
ssreinhart@menlopark.org
Interim Community Development
Director: Deanna Chow, 650-330-6733 /
dmchow@menlopark.org

Administrative Services Director:
Lenka Diaz, 650-330-6677 /
lddiaz@menlopark.org
Human Resources Manager:
Theresa DellaSanta, 650-330-6672 /
tndellasanta@menlopark.org
Public Works Director: Nikki Nagaya,
650-330-6781 / nhnagaya@menlopark.org

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
Andrew Barnes, chair, term ends April 30,
2024, andrew@barnes210.com /
650-388-9944
Henry Riggs, vice chair, term ends April 30,
2024, hlriggs@comcast.net / 650-327-6198
Chris DeCardy, term ends April 30, 2023,
cdecardy@gmail.com / 650-473-9116
Camille Kennedy, term ends April 30,
2022, camillegkennedy@gmail.com
Michael Doran, term ends April 30, 2022,
mdoranplanning@gmail.com

Michele Tate, term ends April 30, 2023,
tatemenlopark@gmail.com
Larry Kahle, term ends April 30, 2021,
kahlemenlopark@yahoo.com
The Planning Commission meets twice
a month on Mondays (exact schedule
varies) at 7 p.m. All meetings are being
held remotely, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions.

• Staff contact: Kyle Perata, principal

planner, ktperata@menlopark.org /
650-330-6721

OTHER COMMISSIONS
Complete Streets Commission:
Kevin Chen, acting senior transportation
engineer, kchen@menlopark.org /
650-330-6748
Environmental Quality Commission:
Rebecca Lucky, sustainability manager,
rllucky@menlopark.org / 650-330-6765
Continued on page 48
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CITY & TOWNS
Continued from page 47

Housing Commission: Rhonda Coffman,
deputy community development director,
rlcoffman@menlopark.org / 650-330-6614
Library Commission: Nick Szegda,
assistant library services director,
njszegda@menlopark.org / 650-330-2506
Parks & Recreation Commission: Adriane
Lee Bird, assistant community services
director, albird@menlopark.org /
650-330-2249

CITY SERVICES
Library, 800 Alma St. All city library
branches are closed, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. To access online
resources or learn more about curbside
pickup services, visit menlopark.org/library
or call 650-330-2501.

• Reference: 650-330-2520 /
mplref@plsinfo.org
• Circulation: 650-330-2501
• Children: 650-330-2530
• Senior program assistant: John Weaver,
650-330-2512
• Project Read - Adult Literacy Program:
650-330-2525 /
projectread@menlopark.org

Friends of the Library

• All programs are suspended for the

rest of 2020 due to COVID-19 health
restrictions. 650-330-2521 /
friendsmpl.org
Belle Haven Branch Library, 413 Ivy Drive
All city library branches are temporarily
closed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. To access online resources or
learn more about curbside pickup services,
visit menlopark.org/library or call 650-3302540.
Police Department, 701 Laurel
St. Community policing program
encompasses basic crime prevention,
neighborhood watches and home-security
checks and deals with neighborhood and
traffic issues. Special programs include an
earthquake-preparedness meeting every
other year, and school programs that focus
on issues such as vandalism and drugs.
Counselors meet with at-risk kids and their
families. Neighborhood crime statistics are
available at the library and are posted at
menlopark.org/crimestats. All city lobbies
are closed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. Visits are by appointment
only. For more information, call the nonemergency line. Report a crime 24 hours/
day, seven days/week.
911 (emergency) /
650-330-6300 (non-emergency)
Belle Haven Police Substation,
871 Hamilton Ave. Hours: Monday and
Friday, 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., and TuesdayThursday 7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

have been suspended, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. Contact the community
center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, for more information.
To find out more on facility closures and
available resources, visit menlopark.org/
communityservices.

• 650-330-2250
The Boys and Girls Clubs of the
Peninsula offers activities and academic
support at: On-site programs have been
suspended, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. For more information on youth
services and events, visit menlopark.org/
teens.
Belle Haven Pool, 100 Terminal Ave.
Belle Haven Pool is currently open,
providing limited programming. For more
information on visiting guidelines and
hours, visit menloswim.com.
Burgess Pool, 501 Laurel St. Burgess
Pool is currently opened, providing limited
programming. For more information
on visiting guidelines and hours, visit
menloswim.com.

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVICES
Fire Service is provided by the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District.

• 911 (Emergency) /
650-688-8400 (Non-emergency)
• Fire Prevention Bureau: 650-688-8425
Garbage and Curbside Recycling Service
is provided by Recology Waste Zero.
Facilities may be closed for in-person dropoff and other services. Visit the website for
more information.

• 650-595-3900 /

Arrillaga Family Recreation Center,
700 Alma St.
650-330-2200
Arrillaga Family Gymnastics Center,
501 Laurel St. The center is closed to the
public and on-site programs have been
suspended, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. To find more information on
facility closures and available resources,
visit menlopark.org/communityservices.
650-330-2224
Teen Services, Onetta Harris Community
Center, 100 Terminal Ave. The center is
closed to the public and on-site programs

•

•
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•

ATHERTON
TOWN HALL
91 Ashfield Road at Dinkelspiel
Station Lane: It houses the offices of
the city manager, city clerk and finance
department, a branch post office and the
police department. Across the street is
the City Council Chambers. All Atherton
facilities are open, but with limited access.

TOWN STAFF
Town Council: See Public Officials section.
City Manager: George Rodericks,
650-752-0504 / grodericks@ci.atherton.ca.us
Police Chief: Steve McCulley, 650-752-0508 /
smcculley@ci.atherton.ca.us
City Attorney: Mona Ebrahimi,
650-752-0546 /
cityattorney@ci.atherton.ca.us
City Clerk and Deputy City Manager:
Anthony Suber, 650-752-0529 /
asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us
Public Works Department:
Robert Ovadia, 650-752-0541 /
rovadia@ci.atherton.ca.us
Building Department: Mike Greenlee,
650-752-0518 / mgreenlee@ci.atherton.ca.us
Finance Director: Robert Barron,
650-752-0552 / rbarron@ci.atherton.ca.us

recologysanmateocounty.com

Historical Association, Menlo Park Library,
lower level, 800 Alma St. All city library
branches are closed, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. To access online
resources, visit menlopark.org/library.

• 650-330-2522
Post Offices

• Menlo Park Branch, 3875 Bohannon

Drive, Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
650-323-2701

• Oak Grove Station, 655 Oak Grove Ave.,
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
• West Menlo Park Branch, 2120 Avy Ave.,

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
Randy Lamb, vice chair , term ends 2023.
Eric Lane, chair, term ends 2022.
Perry Narancic, term ends 2023.
Paul Tonelli, term ends 2021.
Nancy Lerner, term ends 2020.
The Planning Commission’s regular
meetings will be held virtually at 6 p.m.
on the fourth Wednesday of the month,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions. For
agendas and links to virtual meetings,
visit ci.atherton.ca.us/143/planningcommission. 650-752-0544

OTHER COMMISSIONS &
COMMITTEES

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

•

• 650-330-6370

Belle Haven Child Development Center,
100 Terminal Ave. The center is currently
open with modified services, MondayFriday, 7:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.
650-330-2270
See Public Officials: Menlo Park and Menlo
Park Fire Protection District.

BELLE HAVEN COMMUNITY
CENTER COMPLEX

Park & Recreation Committee
Staff contact, Sally Pentz-Dalton,
650-752-0526 / sbentz@ci.atherton.ca.us

•

Atherton Rail Committee
Staff Contact, Robert Ovadia,
rovadia@ci.atherton.ca.us

Onetta M. Harris Community Center,
100 Terminal Ave. The 8.3-acre center
contains a baseball and a soccer field,
outdoor basketball courts, Belle Haven
Pool and the Menlo Park Senior Center.
Some recreational facilities are opened
with restrictions. For more details and for
virtual resources, visit menlopark.org/
communityservices
650-330-2250

•

Senior Center, 110 Terminal Ave. The
center is closed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. Modified services such as
meal delivery, food pantry distribution,
wellness checks and distance learning are
available.
650-330-2283 /
aysamardar@menlopark.org

Heritage Association, 94 Ashfield Road in
the council chambers building.
Tuesday, 10 a.m. to noon
Contact Marion Oster, 650-688-6540

•

•

Transportation Committee

• Staff Contact, Steve McCulley,
smcculley@ci.atherton.ca.us

ADVISORY & STUDY
COMMITTEES

•
•

Holbrook-Palmer Park Foundation
650-752-0536

•

Friends of Holbrook-Palmer Park
info@friendsofhpp.org

•

TOWN SERVICES
Police Department, 83 Ashfield Road.
In addition to crime prevention and other
services, the town’s police department
offers security inspections and suggestions
to ensure protection. Residents may
connect their home alarms directly to the
police department. It also performs home
checks during vacations.

• 911 (Emergency) / 650-323-6131 (via cell) /
650-688-6500 (Non-emergency)
• ci.atherton.ca.us/489/police
Police Activities League conducts a
variety of programs, including classroom
presentations on bicycle safety, drug abuse
and stranger awareness. Sponsors an
annual safety patrol picnic.
650-688-6500

•

Fire Service is provided by the Menlo Park
Fire Protection District.
Fire Station: 32 Almendral Ave.
911 (Emergency);
650-688-8400 (Non-emergency)
Fire Prevention Bureau: 650-688-8425

•
•
•

Garbage and Curbside Recycling Service
is provided by Recology San Mateo County.
Facilities may be closed for in-person dropoff and other services. Visit the website for
more information.
Billing Info: Recology San Mateo County,
225 Shoreway Road, San Carlos, 94070
650-595-3900 /
recologysanmateocounty.com

•
•

Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane

• All San Mateo County Libraries are
•

closed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. For more information on
curbside pickup services or online
resources, visit smcl.org.
atherton@smcl.org

Post Office, Town Hall, 91 Ashfield Road
Accepts international packages
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-noon, 1-4 p.m.
650-752-0500

•
•
•

Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins
Ave. Recreational, cultural and social
activities take place on the grounds and
in three buildings at the 22-acre park:
the Holbrook-Palmer House, Jennings
Pavilion and the Carriage House. Classes
for children and adults, preschool
program and six tennis courts are located
there. Some facilities remain closed,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions.
650-752-0534 / Karunia Harianto,
kharianto@ci.atherton.ca.us

•

PORTOLA VALLEY
TOWN CENTER
765 Portola Road: Town Council and
commissions meet in the renovated
1909 Historic Schoolhouse. The building
and playing field complex at Town
Center includes the Town Hall, library, a
community hall and activity rooms. Offices
are closed and most staff will be available
remotely, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions.
Town Staff: 650-851-1700
Town Council: See Public Officials Section.
Town Manager: Jeremy Dennis, Ext. 215
Town Clerk: Sharon Hanlon, Ext. 210
Planning & Building Director:
Laura Russell, Ext. 218
Continued on page 51

Need a plumber?
We can help.
Contact an expert directly:
AG Hansen Plumbing
650-323-4138
All Bay Plumbing
650-814-0241
Brady Air Conditioning & Heating 650-742-9640
Dave McLaughlin Plumbing
650-692-0632
Degree HVAC
650-596-2920
Dinelli Plumbing
650-372-9456

Dittmann Plumbing
Grant Mechanical
Jerry Moreland Plumbing & Son
Paciﬁc Plumbing
Pro Plumbing
S&S Plumbing

650-343-2159
650-361-8870
650-589-2500
650-369-0697
650-368-9015
650-589-8059
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leaking faucets • valves • gas lines • water heaters
toilets • re-pipe • main line and local stoppages
video inspection • hydroflush • home iMprovement
remodel annual backflow test & certification
emergency services available
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Residential & Commercial Services:

PLUMBING
SERVICE & REPAIR
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Call today!
1-800-378-DRIP
www.plumbingservice.com
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Our partnership helped us achieve our success.
John and I wish to thank you and your colleagues for all the effective advertising you are doing
for the Real Estate community.
We are top producing agents in the award-winning Palo Alto/Ramona office of Coldwell
Banker. Our partnership with The Almanac and The Palo Alto Weekly helped us achieve our
success. We appreciate your creativity, knowledge and support, not to mention your energy
and positive attitude.
The volunteer organizations we support, as well as our clients and friends in the local
community, compliment you on your informative, well-balanced articles and advertisements.
The Almanac and The Palo Alto Weekly are the best sources of local news and information.

John Spiller and Janet Dore
THE DORE TEAM
Janet Dore and John Spiller
(650) 766-7935 (650) 483-8815

The ﬁrst step in planning your weekend starts here

jdore@cbnorcal.com
jspiller@cbnorcal.com
www.jspiller.com
Janet DRE# 00621176
John DRE# 01155772

Your weekly
email with tips
and insights
about hot events
and cool activities

EAT

SEE

PLAY

SIGN UP AT

AlmanacNews.com/express/weekend
Presented by
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• Music
• Eating out
• Movies
• Fun and free
• Art exhibits
• Theater
• Lectures
and learning

CITY & TOWNS

Public Works Director: Howard Young,
Ext. 214
Planning Technician II: Carol Borck,
Ext. 211

• Conservation Committee
• Cultural Arts Committee
• Emergency Preparedness
Committee
• Finance Committee

Planning Technician II: CheyAnne Brown,
Ext. 216

• Geologic Safety Committee

Assistant to Town Manager:
Brandi de Garmeaux, Ext. 222

• Nature & Science Committee

Town Attorney: Cara Silver

PLANNING COMMISSION
Members: Jon Goulden, chair;
Judith Hasko, vice chair; Nicholas Targ;
Anne Kopf-Sill; Craig Taylor
The Planning Commission is holding its
meetings remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. The commission
generally meets at 7 p.m. on the first and
third Wednesdays of the month. Visit
portolavalley.net for more information
or contact the commission at
planningcommission@portolavalley.net.

ARCHITECTURAL & SITE
CONTROL COMMISSION
Members: Danna Breen, chair; Dave
Ross, vice chair; Megan Koch; All Sill; Jane
Wilson. The Commission is holding is
meetings remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. The commission
generally meets at 4 p.m. on the second
and fourth Mondays of the month. Visit
portolavalley.net for more information
or contact the commission at ascc@
portolavalley.net.

TOWN SERVICES
Police Services are provided by the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office under
contract. Hall of Justice and Records,
400 County Center, Redwood City, 94063
911 (Emergency) /
650-216-7676 (Non-emergency)

•

•
•

Garbage and Curbside Recycling
Service are run by GreenWaste Recovery.
Facilities may be closed for in-person
drop-off and other services. Visit the
website for more information.

• Administrative address: 1500 Berger
Drive, San Jose, 95112, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
• 650-568-9900 /

customerservice@greenwaste.com /
greenwaste.com/portola-valley

Town Center Classes. Classes may be
postponed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. For more information,
call Town Hall 650-851-1701 ext. 200 /
frontdesk@portolavalley.net
Volunteer Committees
For more info, go to “Town Government”
link at portolavalley.net or call Town Hall
at 650-851-1701.
• Bicycle, Pedestrian & Traffic Safety
Committee
• Cable & Utilities Undergrounding
Committee

• Open Space Acquisition Advisory
Committee

We’re still
going
strong!

• Parks & Recreation Committee
• Public Works Committee
• Sustainability Committee
• Trails and Paths Committee
Library, 765 Portola Road
All San Mateo County Libraries are
closed, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. For more information on
curbside pickup services or online
resources, visit smcl.org.

• 650-851-0560 /

smcl.org/locations/1V

Friends of the Library, 650-851-0560
Post Office Portola Valley has no
post office. Residents with internet
connections can order stamps and
arrange for pickups. Postal carriers take
stamp orders; stamp vending machines
are available in Menlo Park post offices.

• UPS Store in Ladera, 650-529-1692
WOODSIDE

Serving the community for over 30 years!

Charlie Porter
Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

(650) 327-1313 671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

TOWN HALL
2955 Woodside Road: The building
houses the town administrative
offices and the Planning and Building
Department. Due to COVID-19 health
restrictions, the building is open by
appointment only and all meetings are
being held remotely.

• 650-851-6790 / townhall@
woodsidetown.org /
woodsidetown.org

TOWN STAFF
Town Council: See Public Officials section.
Town Manager and Director of Finance:
Kevin Bryant, 650-851-6790 /
kbryant@woodsidetown.org
Town Attorney: Jean Savaree,
650-593-3117
Town Engineer/Director of Public Works:
Sean Rose, 650-851-6790 /
srose@woodsidetown.org
Town Clerk: Jennifer Li, 650-851-6790 /
jli@woodsidetown.org
Planning Director: Jackie Young,
650-851-6790 / jyoung@woodsidetown.org

BEST AUTO REPAIR
Winner of the 2019 Almanac
Readers Choice Award, DERS’C
10 years in a row!

ICE
HO

Fire Services. Fire protection and
enforcement of codes are provided by
the Woodside Fire Protection District. See
Public Officials section for more info.
911 (Emergency) /
650-851-1594 (Non-emergency)
woodsidefire.org

• Historic Resources Committee

Has your agent
or broker
retired?

REA

Continued from page 48

2019

Your local one stop
shop since 1948 with
ASE certiﬁed master
technicians and
factory diagnostic
and programming
equipment!

The Bay Area’s #1 Dealer Alternative

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS
Jennifer Wall, District 1, term ends
February 2024.
Marilyn Voelke, District 2, term ends
February 2023.
Craig London, District 3, term ends
February 2022.
Sani Elfishawy, District 4, term ends
February 2022.
Aydan Kutay, District 5, term ends
February 2020.

4170 Alpine Road, Portola Valley

650-851-7442

Continued on page 52
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CITY & TOWNS
Continued from page 51

OTHER COMMITTEES

Jim Bildner, District 6, term ends February
2023.
William Fender, District 7, term ends
February 2020.
The Planning Commission’s regular
meetings are held at 6 p.m. on the first
and third Wednesdays of the month at
Independence Hall, 2955 Woodside Road,
Woodside. 650-851-6790

For more information about committees,
contact the town clerk at 650-851-6790

ARCHITECTURAL &
SITE REVIEW BOARD
The Architectural and Site Review
Board is holding its meetings remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions. The
board generally meets at 4:30 p.m. on the
first and third Mondays of the month.

• Town Clerk, 650-851-6790

• Arts & Culture Committee
• Audit Committee
• Circulation Committee
• Emergency Preparedness Committee
• Environment: Open Space,
Conservation and Sustainability
Committee
• History Committee
• Livestock and Equestrian Heritage
Committee
• Public Safety Committee
• Recreation Committee
• Trails Committee
• Volunteerism/Volunteer Liaison and
Engagement

TOWN SERVICES
Police Services are provided by San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office under
contract.

• Hall of Justice and Records, 400 County
Center, Redwood City, 94063
• 911 (Emergency) /
650-216-7676 (Non-emergency)

Fire Service fire protection and
enforcement of codes are provided by
the Woodside Fire Protection District. See
Public Officials section for more info.
911 (Emergency) /
650-851-1594 (Non-emergency)

drop-off and other services. Visit the
website for more information.
Administrative address:
1500 Berger Drive, San Jose, 95112

•
• 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Customer Service Line:

650-568-9900 / 408-283-4800

Library, 3140 Woodside Road
Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.;
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

•
• 650-851-0147 / smcl.org/locations/1W

•
• woodsidefire.org

Friends of the Library
650-851-0147

Garbage and Curbside Recycling
Service is run by GreenWaste Recovery.
Facilities may be closed for in-person

•
•

•

Woodside Branch of Redwood City Post
Office, 2995 Woodside Road, #200
Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
usps.com

PUBLIC OFFICIALS
TOWN OF ATHERTON
TOWN HALL
91 Ashfield Road

• 650-752-0500 / ci.atherton.ca.us
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rick DeGolia, mayor, term ends 2022,
650-793-2800 / rdegolia@ci.atherton.
ca.us
Elizabeth Lewis, vice mayor, term ends
2020, 650-533-8830 /
elewis@ci.atherton.ca.us
Cary Wiest, term ends 2020, 650-3577122 / cwiest@ci.atherton.ca.us
Michael Lempres, term ends 2022,
650-690-6661 / mlempres@ci.atherton.
ca.us
Bill Widmer, term ends 2022,
650-400-9898 / bwidmer@ci.atherton.
ca.us
Meetings are being held remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions.
The council meets on the third
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.

• 650-752-0529 / council@ci.atherton.
ca.us

TOWN STAFF
City Manager: George Rodericks,
650-752-0504 /
grodericks@ci.atherton.ca.us
City Clerk and Deputy City Manager:
Anthony Suber, 650-752-0529 /
asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us
Police Chief: Steve McCulley,
650-752-0508 /
smcculley@ci.atherton.ca.us

CITY OF MENLO PARK
CITY HALL
701 Laurel St.
2020-21 General Fund Budget:
$56.4 million

• 650-330-6600
• city.council@menlopark.org /
menlopark.org

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cecilia Taylor, mayor, term ends
November 2022, 650-589-5073
Drew Combs, vice mayor term ends
52 • Info Menlo www.AlmanacNews.com

November 2022, 650-924-1890
Ray Mueller, term ends November 2020,
650-776-8995
Betsy Nash, term ends November 2022,
650-380-3986
Catherine Carlton, term ends November
2020, 650-575-4523
Meetings will be held remotely, pending
COVID-19 health restrictions, on Tuesdays
starting at 7 p.m. Meetings, agendas,
minutes and staff reports are posted on
menlopark.org. It also contains general
information about the city as well as links
to the police department, library and
recreation center.

Rob Silano, director, term ends
December 2020, roberts@menlofire.org
Chuck Bernstein, director,
term ends December 2022,
cbernstein@menlofire.org
Meets remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions, on the third Tuesday
of the month at 7 p.m. For meeting
videos, agendas and minutes, visit
menlofire.org

• 650-688-8400
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
TOWN HALL
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, 94028

CITY STAFF
City Manager: Starla Jerome-Robinson,
650-330-6610 / slrobinson@menlopark.
org

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
170 Middlefield Road

• Emergencies: 911
• Business: 650-688-8400,
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
• Fire Prevention Bureau: 650-688-8425
• menlofire.org

2020-21 Town Operating Budget:
$7.9 million

• 650-851-1700
• towncenter@portolavalley.net /
portolavalley.net

TOWN COUNCIL
Jeff Aalfs, mayor, term ends November
2020, jaalfs@portolavalley.net.

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ned Fluet, mayor, District 7, term ends
November 2020,
n.fluet@woodsidetown.org
Brian Dombkowski, mayor pro tem
District 2, term ends November 2022,
b.dombkowski@woodsidetown.org.
Daniel Yost, District 1, term ends
November 2020,
d.yost@woodsidetown.org
Chris Shaw, District 3, term ends
November 2020, 650-823-9193.
c.shaw@woodsidetown.org
Sean Scott, District 4, term ends
November 2022,
s.scott@woodsidetown.org
Thomas Livermore, District 5, term ends
November 2020,
t.livermore@woodsidetown.org
Dick Brown, District 6, term ends
November 2022,
d.brown@woodsidetown.org

Fire Chief: Harold Schapelhouman

Ann Wengert, term ends November
2020, awengert@portolavalley.net

2020-21 Operations Budget:
$59,971,510

The Town Council’s regular meetings
will be held remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions. The council generally
meets at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month. For meeting
videos, agendas and minutes, visit
woodsidetown.org. All correspondence
should be sent to Town Hall.

Craig Hughes, term ends November
2022, chughes@portolavalley.net

• 650-851-6790

Fire Stations:

John Richards, term ends November
2022, jrichards@portolavalley.net

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

300 Middlefield Road
2290 University Ave., East Palo Alto
32 Almendral Ave., Atherton
3322 Alameda de las Pulgas
4101 Fair Oaks Ave.
700 Oak Grove Ave.
1467 Chilco St.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
FIRE DISTRICT
Robert Jones, president,
term ends December 2022,
rjones@menlofire.org
Jim McLaughlin, vice president,
term ends December 2022,
jmclaughlin@menlofire.org
Virginia Chang Kiraly, director,
term ends December 2020,
virginiack@menlofire.org

Maryann Derwin, vice mayor,
term ends November 2022,
mderwin@portolavalley.net

Meets remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions, at 7 p.m. on the
second and fourth Wednesdays of the
month. For meeting videos, agendas and
minutes, visit portolavalley.net.

TOWN STAFF
Town Manager: Jeremy Dennis,
650-851-1700 ext. 215

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
TOWN HALL
2955 Woodside Road, P.O. Box 620005,
94062
2020-21 Town Operating Budget:
$9.5 million

• 650-851-6790
• woodsidetown.org

TOWN STAFF
Town Manager/Finance Director:
Kevin Bryant, 650-851-6790 /
kbryant@woodsidetown.org

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Administration: 808 Portola Road #C,
Portola Valley.

• Emergencies: 911 /
Business: 650-851-1594
• woodsidefire.org
Fire Chief: Rob Lindner
Fire Stations:

• Headquarters station (Station 7):
•
•

3111 Woodside Road, Woodside,
650-851-1594
Station 8: 135 Portola Road, Portola
Valley, 650-851-1626
Station 19: 4091 Jefferson Ave.,
Redwood City, 650-368-2155

PUBLIC OFFICIALS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Matt Miller, president
Randy Holthaus, secretary
Patrick Cain, director
Meets remotely, pending COVID-19
health restrictions, on the last Monday of
the month at 7 p.m. For meeting videos,
agendas and more, visit woodsidefire.org.

• 650-851-1594 / chief@woodsidefire.org
STATE GOVERNMENT
SENATE
Jerry Hill, (D-San Mateo), District 13, term
expires 2020. First elected to this office
in 2012
District Office: 1528 S. El Camino Real,
Ste. 303, San Mateo, 94402
650-212-3313 / sd13.senate.ca.gov

•

ASSEMBLY
Marc Berman, (D-Palo Alto), District 24,
term expires 2020. First elected to this
office in 2016
District Office: 5050 El Camino Real,
Ste. 117, Los Altos, 94022
650-691-2121 / a24.asmdc.org

•

SAN MATEO COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

PARKS & RECREATION
COMMISSION

• 650-363-4020
/
• parksandrecreation@smcgov.org
parks.smcgov.org
Commission Members: Heather Green,
Neil Merrilees, Meda O. Okelo,
Basem “Sam” Manneh
The commission will meet remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions.
Meetings are generally held the first
Thursday of even-numbered months at 4
p.m. For meetings, agendas and minutes,
visit parks.smcgov.org

OFFICE OF EDUCATION
101 Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City,
94065

• 650-802-5300 / smcoe.org

Board Members: Hector Camacho Jr.,
president; Ted Lempert, vice president;
Beverly Gerard; Rod Hsiao; Jim Cannon;
Susan Alvaro, Joe Ross
County Superintendent: Nancy Magee
The Board of Education will meet
remotely, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. The board generally meets
on scheduled Wednesdays at 7 p.m. See
website for specific dates.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

OTHER ELECTED OFFICERS
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder &
Chief Elections Officer: Mark Church,
650-363-4500 / smcare.org
Tax Collector-Treasurer: Sandie
Arnott, 650-363-4142 (Tax Collector) /
sanmateocountytaxcollector.org; Option
No. 2 (Treasurer Division) 650-363-4580 /
sanmateocountytreasurer.org
Controller: Juan Raigoza, 650-363-4777 /
controller.smcgov.org
Sheriff: Carlos Bolanos, Administration:
650-216-7676; Non-emergency Dispatch:
650-363-4911 / smcsheriff.com
District Attorney: Stephen Wagstaffe,
650-363-4636 / da.smcgov.org
Coroner: Robert J. Foucrault, 650-3125562 /
coroner.smcgov.org.

• 650-363-4000 / smcgov.org
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Warren Slocum, president, District 4,
term ends March 2024, 650-363-4570
David J. Canepa, vice president, District 5,
term ends March 2024, 650-363-4572
Carole Groom, District 2, term ends
March 2022, 650-363-4568
Dave Pine, District 1, term ends March
2024, 650-363-4571
Don Horsley, District 3, term ends March
2022, 650-363-4569
The Board of Supervisors will meet
remotely at 9 a.m., pending COVID-19
health restrictions. Board agendas and
supporting items are primarily posted on
the website on the Thursday before the
board’s Tuesday meetings
650-363-4000 / smcgov.org

•

PLANNING COMMISSION
455 County Center #2, Redwood City,
94063

• 650-363-1859 /

planning-commission@smcgov.org
Commission Members: Mario Santacruz,
Frederick Hansson, Lisa Ketcham, Manuel
Ramirez Jr., Kumkum Gupta, Steven
Monowitz, Diana Shu
Commission Secretary: Janneth Lujan
Planning and Building Department
Director: Steve Monowitz
The Planning Commission will meet
remotely, pending COVID-19 health
restrictions. Meetings are generally held
the second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month at 9 a.m. For meeting videos,
agendas and minutes, visit planning.
smcgov.org

MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL
OPEN SPACE DISTRICT

455 County Center, 4th floor,
Redwood City, 94063

400 County Center (entrance at corner
of Hamilton Avenue and Bradford
Street), Redwood City, 94063
Fiscal Year 2020-21 Recommended
Budget: $3 billion

SPECIAL DISTRICTS

OTHER OFFICERS & SERVICES
Manager: Mike Callagy, 650-363-4129
Counsel: John Beiers, 650-363-4775
Health System: Louise F. Rogers, chief,
650-573-2532 / smchealth.org
Housing Department:
Raymond Hodges, director, 650-802-3300
Human Resources Department:
Rocio Kiryczun, director, 650-363-4132
Human Services Agency: Ken Cole,
director, 650-802-7507
Planning & Building Department:
Steve Monowitz, director, Planning:
650-363-4161; Building: 650-599-7311
Probation Department: John T. Keene
Jr., chief probation officer, 650-312-8816
Public Works Department: James C.
Porter, director, 650-363-4100
Medical Center: Dr. Chester Kunnappilly,
chief executive officer, 650-573-2222 /
sanmateomedicalcenter.org
Superior Court: Neal I. Taniguchi, court
executive officer/jury commissioner,
650-261-5016 / sanmateocourt.org

330 Distel Circle, Los Altos, 94022

• 650-691-1200 / openspace.org

General Manager: Ana Maria Ruiz
2020-21 Total Budget: $81.2 million
Board will meet remotely, pending
COVID-19 health restrictions. Meetings
are generally held second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. For
meeting videos, agendas and minutes,
visit openspace. org. Board of directors has
seven members representing five wards in
Santa Clara County and two wards in San
Mateo County.
Karen Holman, board president, Ward 5,
East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Palo Alto,
Stanford, term ends November 2022
Curt Riffle, board vice president, Ward 4,
Los Altos, Mountain View, term ends
November 2020
Pete Siemens, Ward 1, Cupertino,
Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga,
term ends November 2022
Yoriko Kishimoto, board treasurer,
Ward 2, Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills, Palo Alto, Stanford, Sunnyvale,
term ends November 2022
Jed Cyr, board secretary, Ward 3,
Sunnyvale, term ends November 2020
Larry Hassett, Ward 6, Atherton,
La Honda, Loma Mar, Menlo Park,
Pescadero, Portola Valley, Redwood
City, San Gregorio, Woodside, term ends
November 2022
Zoe Kersteen-Tucker, Ward 7, El
Granada, Half Moon Bay, Montara,
Moss Beach, Redwood City, San Carlos,
Woodside, term ends November 2020

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DISTRICT
3401 CSM Drive, San Mateo, 94402

•

650-574-6550 / smccd.edu
Chancellor: Michael Claire
Board of Trustees will meet remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions.
The board generally meets at 6 p.m.
on the second and fourth Wednesdays
of the month. For meeting videos,
agendas and more, visit smccd.edu/
boardoftrustees. Contact board
members through the district office.

SEQUOIA HEALTHCARE
DISTRICT
525 Veterans Blvd., Redwood City,
94063

• 650-421-2155 / seqhd.org
• Pamela Kurtzman, CEO, 650-421-2155
ext. 202 / pkurtzman@seqhd.org

The district’s mission is to improve the
health of district residents by enhancing
access to care and promoting wellness
in Redwood City, Menlo Park, Woodside,
Atherton, Portola Valley, Belmont, San
Carlos and parts of San Mateo and Foster
City. The board will meet remotely,
pending COVID-19 health restrictions.
Meetings are generally held on the first
Wednesday of even-numbered months at
4:30 p.m. For meeting videos, schedule,
agenda and minutes, visit the website.
2020-21 Budget: $15.8 million

Board of Directors
Kim Griffin, president, term ends 2020,
pedihearts@sbcglobal.net.
Jerry Shefren, vice president, term ends
2022, gshefren@seqhd.org
Arthur J. Faro, secretary/treasurer, term
ends 2022, ajtr3@comcast.net
Aaron Nayfack, director, term ends 2022,
anayfack@gmail.com

SEWER DISTRICTS
West Bay Sanitary District, 500 Laurel
St., Menlo Park, 94025

• 650-321-0384
• info@westbaysanitary.org /

westbaysanitary.org
Board will meet remotely, pending
COVID-19 health restrictions. Meetings
are generally held on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of the month at 7
p.m. For meeting videos, agenda and
minutes, visit the website. District Staff:
Sergio Ramirez, district manager.
Board of Directors
Fran Dehn, president, term ends 2020
Roy Thiele-Sardina, treasurer, term ends
2022
David Walker, secretary, term ends 2020
George Otte, director, term ends 2020
Edward P. Moritz, director, term ends
2022
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Our Teamwork Makes Your Dream Work!
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
A special synergy is created when knowledgeable, energetic and creative real estate
professionals get together and do what they love to do. United by commitment
and a passion for client care, The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is a group of highly
professional REALTORS® and advocates on your behalf. The Lyn Jason Cobb
Team provides keen market knowledge, extraordinary marketing expertise, superior
negotiation skills and professional project management.
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team’s primary area of practice are the sought-after counties
of San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara, typically referred to as “The Gateway
to the Silicon Valley.” The Team has a vast knowledge of these unique and diverse
communities.
M E E T T H E LY N J A S O N C O B B T E A M
Lyn Jason Cobb

Lyn is a sixth-generation resident of the San Francisco Bay Area. Her roots bring a dynamic
understanding of the Bay Area and a connection to people and resources that are unsurpassable. Her
colleagues and clients rely on her reputation for honesty, integrity and fair play. She consistently leverages
that reputation on behalf of her clients creating a successful atmosphere for her clients when they buy or
sell. Lyn gets the job done.

Beth Leathers

Beth grew up in Menlo Park, attended local schools and continues to have in depth knowledge of the
area and its surroundings. On the sales side she has an individualized plan towards recommendations on
staging, cleaning and preparations to showcase your home and appeal to the widest audience of qualified
buyers. As a Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), Beth is specifically trained to assist seniors and their
multigenerational families with the sale or purchase of real estate. From organizing a move to locating an
acceptable housing option, Beth is there from start to finish.

Liliana Perazich

Liliana was born and raised in Menlo Park. She is a true native daughter who is deeply involved
and trusted in community, school organizations and charitable activities. She has lived and worked
throughout the Bay Area and is well connected. After 26 years of experience in the Health Care Industry,
she is a true advocate for what is best for her clients. You can depend on Liliana.
Team Certifications: Global Luxury Specialists, Relocation Specialists (Cartus Network Buyer and Seller
Specialist), Senior Real Estate Specialists SRES, Home Marketing Specialists, 1031 Exchange Specialists,
First Time Buyer Specialists, Negotiation Strategy Specialists. Leasing Agents, Ecobroker “Green” Home
Certified, Equestrian Properties, California Agent Network, Worldwide Referrals
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is based in Menlo Park’s Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage leveraging
CB’s state-of-the-art technology, relevant market statistics, elegant marketing materials and close
proximity to Silicon Valley. Coldwell Banker’s international reputation gives their clients Global
Connections and Local Traditions.
Call today and let us demonstrate what our expertise and Unique Marketing Plan can do for YOU!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
Lyn Jason Cobb

650-464-2622
lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01332535
www.CallLyn.com

Beth Leathers

650-302-2449
beth.leathers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01131116
www.bethleathers.cbintouch.com

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team Nationally recognized Coldwell Banker Top 1% team
Top 100 in Northern California and top 250 teams Nationwide by Wall Street Journal since 2010

Liliana Perazich

415-297-0125
liliana.perazich@cbnorcal.com
DRE 02015538
www.lilianaperazich.cbintouch.com
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LYN JASON COBB
AND TEAM

SUE CRAWFORD
650.566.5341
SCrawford@cbnorcal.com
www.SueCrawford.com
DRE # 00587710

650.464.2622
LCobb@CBRealty.com
www.CallLyn.com
DRE # 01332535

A home is unique and important.
We provide objective advice so
you may make smart decisions.
We have successfully concluded
thousands of transactions during our many years of assisting
buyers and sellers on the Peninsula. Call us! We are here for
you!
We provide our clients with individual, high quality service.
We provide objective advice. Our experienced professional
team is dedicated to the listing and selling of properties
utilizing the latest in real estate technologies, and the highest
level of professional ethics and standards.

Start with a dream; make it your
home! Specializing in helping
buyers and sellers with their Real
Estate needs on the Peninsula.
,IPTMRKJEQMPMIWSRXLI4IRMRWYPE½RHELSQITVITEVIXLIMV
home for the market or advise them or their extended
family regarding their needs in the always changing real
estate market has been my passion. With over 30 years of
experience I would love to help you with your real estate
needs.

STEVE GRAY

ELAINE BERLIN WHITE

650.743.7702
Sgray@cbnorcal.com
www.HelpRealtor.com
Realtor | DRE # 01498634

650.465.4663
ewhite@cbnorcal.com
www.ElaineWhite.com
DRE # 01182467
Real Trends America’s Best
Real Estate Team

Real Estate HELP is just a click
away – HelpRealtor.com
• What’s your Home Worth
– Whether you are selling or
staying, it’s important to stay
informed about the value of your home
• Want a professional home-value report, the most
accurate and trusted estimate based on seller testimonials
• How’s the Market – Real-time analytics and insights
on local Real Estate markets
• LEARN HOW to sell your home and DEFER
your CAPITAL GAINS TAX for decades
Steve was born in Menlo Park, raised in Atherton, and is a
Woodside resident

CaliforniaMoves.com |

californiahome.me |

Real Estate Broker, Attorney at Law

A real estate broker and attorney,
Elaine has been involved in about 700 real estate transactions
over the last 26 years. She is a trained negotiator and mediator
and has extensive experience in remodeling and construction.
She assists her clients in maximizing their sale proceeds and in
remodeling their homes to best serve their needs. Elaine is in
XLIXST SJEPP'SPH[IPP&EROIVEKIRXWERHLEWGIVXM½GEXMSRW
in marketing, negotiation, and senior housing needs. Elaine was
an instructor at Santa Clara University Law School , Cañada
College and in the Stanford Continuing Studies Program and
trains agents in ethics and other real estate concerns.
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